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Subpart A—Definitions

§103.11 Meaning of terms.

When used in this part and in forms
prescribed under this part, where not
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otherwise distinctly expressed or mani-
festly incompatible with the intent
thereof, terms shall have the meanings
ascribed in this section.

(a) Accept. A receiving financial insti-
tution, other than the recipient’s fi-
nancial institution, accepts a trans-
mittal order by executing the trans-
mittal order. A recipient’s financial in-
stitution accepts a transmittal order
by paying the recipient, by notifying
the recipient of the receipt of the order
or by otherwise becoming obligated to
carry out the order.

(b) At one time. For purposes of §103.23
of this part, a person who transports,
mails, ships or receives; is about to or
attempts to transport, mail or ship; or
causes the transportation, mailing,
shipment or receipt of monetary in-
struments, is deemed to do so ‘‘at one
time”’ if:

(1) That person either alone, in con-
junction with or on behalf of others;

(2) Transports, mails, ships or re-
ceives in any manner; is about to
transport, mail or ship in any manner;
or causes the transportation, mailing,
shipment or receipt in any manner of;

(3) Monetary instruments;

(4) Into the United States or out of
the United States;

(5) Totaling more than $10,000;

(6)(1) On one calendar day or (ii) if for
the purpose of evading the reporting
requirements of §103.23, on one or more
days.

(c) Bank. Each agent, agency, branch
or office within the United States of
any person doing business in one or
more of the capacities listed below:

(1) A commercial bank or trust com-
pany organized under the laws of any
State or of the United States;

(2) A private bank;

(3) A savings and loan association or
a building and loan association orga-
nized under the laws of any State or of
the United States;

(4) An insured institution as defined
in section 401 of the National Housing
Act;

(5) A savings bank, industrial bank or
other thrift institution;

(6) A credit union organized under
the law of any State or of the United
States;

(7) Any other organization (except a
money services business) chartered
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under the banking laws of any state
and subject to the supervision of the
bank supervisory authorities of a
State;

(8) A bank organized under foreign
law;

(9) Any national banking association
or corporation acting under the provi-
sions of section 25(a) of the Act of Dec.
23, 19183, as added by the Act of Dec. 24,
1919, ch. 18, 41 Stat. 378, as amended (12
U.S.C. 611-32).

(d) Beneficiary. The person to be paid
by the beneficiary’s bank.

(e) Beneficiary’s bank. The bank or
foreign bank identified in a payment
order in which an account of the bene-
ficiary is to be credited pursuant to the
order or which otherwise is to make
payment to the beneficiary if the order
does not provide for payment to an ac-
count.

(f) Broker or dealer in securities. A
broker or dealer in securities, reg-
istered or required to be registered
with the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission under the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, except persons who register
pursuant to section 15(b)(11) of the Se-
curities Exchange Act of 1934.

(g) Common carrier. Any person en-
gaged in the business of transporting
individuals or goods for a fee who holds
himself out as ready to engage in such
transportation for hire and who under-
takes to do so indiscriminately for all
persons who are prepared to pay the fee
for the particular service offered.

(h) Currency. The coin and paper
money of the United States or of any
other country that is designated as
legal tender and that circulates and is
customarily used and accepted as a me-
dium of exchange in the country of
issuance. Currency includes U.S. silver
certificates, U.S. notes and Federal Re-
serve notes. Currency also includes of-
ficial foreign bank notes that are cus-
tomarily used and accepted as a me-
dium of exchange in a foreign country.

(i) [Reserved]

(j) Deposit account. Deposit accounts
include transaction accounts described
in paragraph (hh) of this section, sav-
ings accounts, and other time deposits.

(k) Domestic. When used herein, refers
to the doing of business within the
United States, and limits the applica-
bility of the provision where it appears
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to the performance by such institu-
tions or agencies of functions within
the United States.

(1) Established customer. A person with
an account with the financial institu-
tion, including a loan account or de-
posit or other asset account, or a per-
son with respect to which the financial
institution has obtained and maintains
on file the person’s name and address,
as well as taxpayer identification num-
ber (e.g., social security or employer
identification number) or, if none,
alien identification number or passport
number and country of issuance, and to
which the financial institution pro-
vides financial services relying on that
information.

(m) Execution date. The day on which
the receiving financial institution may
properly issue a transmittal order in
execution of the sender’s order. The
execution date may be determined by
instruction of the sender but cannot be
earlier than the day the order is re-
ceived, and, unless otherwise deter-
mined, is the day the order is received.
If the sender’s instruction states a pay-
ment date, the execution date is the
payment date or an earlier date on
which execution is reasonably nec-
essary to allow payment to the recipi-
ent on the payment date.

(n) Financial institution. Bach agent,
agency, branch, or office within the
United States of any person doing busi-
ness, whether or not on a regular basis
or as an organized business concern, in
one or more of the capacities listed
below:

(1) A bank (except bank credit card
systems);

(2) A broker or dealer in securities;

(3) A money services business as de-
fined in paragraph (uu) of this section;

(4) A telegraph company;

(5)(1) Casino. A casino or gambling ca-
sino that: Is duly licensed or author-
ized to do business as such in the
United States, whether under the laws
of a State or of a Territory or Insular
Possession of the United States, or
under the Indian Gaming Regulatory
Act or other federal, state, or tribal
law or arrangement affecting Indian
lands (including, without limitation, a
casino operating on the assumption or
under the view that no such authoriza-
tion is required for casino operation on

403



§103.11

Indian lands); and has gross annual
gaming revenue in excess of $1 million.
The term includes the principal head-
quarters and every domestic branch or
place of business of the casino.

(ii) For purposes of this paragraph
(n)(5), ‘‘gross annual gaming revenue’”’
means the gross gaming revenue re-
ceived by a casino, during either the
previous business year or the current
business year of the casino. A casino or
gambling casino which is a casino for
purposes of this part solely because its
gross annual gaming revenue exceeds
$1,000,000 during its current business
year, shall not be considered a casino
for purposes of this part prior to the
time in its current business year that
its gross annual gaming revenue ex-
ceeds $1,000,000.

(iii) Any reference in this part, other
than in this paragraph (n)(6) and in
paragraph (n)(6) of this section, to a ca-
sino shall also include a reference to a
card club, unless the provision in ques-
tion contains specific language varying
its application to card clubs or exclud-
ing card clubs from its application;

(6)(i) Card club. A card club, gaming
club, card room, gaming room, or simi-
lar gaming establishment that is duly
licensed or authorized to do business as
such in the United States, whether
under the laws of a State, of a Terri-
tory or Insular Possession of the
United States, or of a political subdivi-
sion of any of the foregoing, or under
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act or
other federal, state, or tribal law or ar-
rangement affecting Indian lands (in-
cluding, without limitation, an estab-
lishment operating on the assumption
or under the view that no such author-
ization is required for operation on In-
dian lands for an establishment of such
type), and that has gross annual gam-
ing revenue in excess of $1,000,000. The
term includes the principal head-
quarters and every domestic branch or
place of business of the establishment.
The term ‘‘casino,’ as used in this Part
shall include a reference to ‘‘card club”’
to the extent provided in paragraph
(n)(5)(iii) of this section.

(ii) For purposes of this paragraph
(n)(6), gross annual gaming revenue
means the gross revenue derived from
or generated by customer gaming ac-
tivity (whether in the form of per-game
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or per-table fees, however computed,
rentals, or otherwise) and received by
an establishment, during either the es-
tablishment’s previous business year or
its current business year. A card club
that is a financial institution for pur-
poses of this Part solely because its
gross annual revenue exceeds $1,000,000
during its current business year, shall
not be considered a financial institu-
tion for purposes of this Part prior to
the time in its current business year
when its gross annual revenue exceeds
$1,000,000;

(7) A person subject to supervision by
any state or federal bank supervisory
authority.

(8) A futures commission merchant;

(9) An introducing broker in com-
modities.

(0) Foreign bank. A bank organized
under foreign law, or an agency, branch
or office located outside the United
States of a bank. The term does not in-
clude an agent, agency, branch or of-
fice within the United States of a bank
organized under foreign law.

(p) Foreign financial agency. A person
acting outside the United States for a
person (except for a country, a mone-
tary or financial authority acting as a
monetary or financial authority, or an
international financial institution of
which the United States Government is
a member) as a financial institution,
bailee, depository trustee, or agent, or
acting in a similar way related to
money, credit, securities, gold, or a
transaction in money, credit, securi-
ties, or gold.

(a) Funds transfer. The series of trans-
actions, beginning with the origina-
tor’s payment order, made for the pur-
pose of making payment to the bene-
ficiary of the order. The term includes
any payment order issued by the origi-
nator’s bank or an intermediary bank
intended to carry out the originator’s
payment order. A funds transfer is
completed by acceptance by the bene-
ficiary’s bank of a payment order for
the benefit of the beneficiary of the
originator’s payment order. Funds
transfers governed by the Electronic
Fund Transfer Act of 1978 (Title XX,
Pub. L. 95-630, 92 Stat. 3728, 156 U.S.C.
1693, et seq.), as well as any other funds
transfers that are made through an
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automated clearinghouse, an auto-
mated teller machine, or a point-of-
sale system, are excluded from this def-
inition.

(r) Intermediary bank. A receiving
bank other than the originator’s bank
or the beneficiary’s bank.

(s) Intermediary financial institution. A
receiving financial institution, other
than the transmittor’s financial insti-
tution or the recipient’s financial insti-
tution. The term intermediary finan-
cial institution includes an inter-
mediary bank.

(t) Investment security. An instrument
which:

(1) Is issued in bearer or registered
form;

(2) Is of a type commonly dealt in
upon securities exchanges or markets
or commonly recognized in any area in
which it is issued or dealt in as a me-
dium for investment;

(3) Is either one of a class or series or
by its terms is divisible into a class or
series of instruments; and

(4) Evidences a share, participation
or other interest in property or in an
enterprise or evidences an obligation of
the issuer.

(u) Monetary instruments.
tary instruments include:

(i) Currency;

(ii) Traveler’s checks in any form;

(iii) All negotiable instruments (in-
cluding personal checks, business
checks, official bank checks, cashier’s
checks, third-party checks, promissory
notes (as that term is defined in the
Uniform Commercial Code), and money
orders) that are either in bearer form,
endorsed without restriction, made out
to a fictitious payee (for the purposes
of §103.23), or otherwise in such form
that title thereto passes upon delivery;

(iv) Incomplete instruments (includ-
ing personal checks, business checks,
official bank checks, cashier’s checks,
third-party checks, promissory notes
(as that term is defined in the Uniform
Commercial Code), and money orders)
signed but with the payee’s name omit-
ted; and

(v) Securities or stock in bearer form
or otherwise in such form that title
thereto passes upon delivery.

(2) Monetary instruments do not in-
clude warehouse receipts or bills of lad-
ing.

(1) Mone-
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(v) Originator. The sender of the first
payment order in a funds transfer.

(w) Originator’s bank. The receiving
bank to which the payment order of
the originator is issued if the origi-
nator is not a bank or foreign bank, or
the originator if the originator is a
bank or foreign bank.

(x) Payment date. The day on which
the amount of the transmittal order is
payable to the recipient by the recipi-
ent’s financial institution. The pay-
ment date may be determined by in-
struction of the sender, but cannot be
earlier than the day the order is re-
ceived by the recipient’s financial in-
stitution and, unless otherwise pre-
scribed by instruction, is the date the
order is received by the recipient’s fi-
nancial institution.

(y) Payment order. An instruction of a
sender to a receiving bank, transmitted
orally, electronically, or in writing, to
pay, or to cause another bank or for-
eign bank to pay, a fixed or deter-
minable amount of money to a bene-
ficiary if:

(1) The instruction does not state a
condition to payment to the bene-
ficiary other than time of payment;

(2) The receiving bank is to be reim-
bursed by debiting an account of, or
otherwise receiving payment from, the
sender; and

(3) The instruction is transmitted by
the sender directly to the receiving
bank or to an agent, funds transfer sys-
tem, or communication system for
transmittal to the receiving bank.

(z) Person. An individual, a corpora-
tion, a partnership, a trust or estate, a
joint stock company, an association, a
syndicate, joint venture, or other unin-
corporated organization or group, an
Indian Tribe (as that term is defined in
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act),
and all entities cognizable as legal per-
sonalities.

(aa) Receiving bank. The bank or for-
eign bank to which the sender’s in-
struction is addressed.

(bb) Receiving financial institution.
The financial institution or foreign fi-
nancial agency to which the sender’s
instruction is addressed. The term re-
ceiving financial institution includes a
receiving bank.

(cc) Recipient. The person to be paid
by the recipient’s financial institution.
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The term recipient includes a bene-
ficiary, except where the recipient’s fi-
nancial institution is a financial insti-
tution other than a bank.

(dd) Recipient’s financial institution.
The financial institution or foreign fi-
nancial agency identified in a trans-
mittal order in which an account of the
recipient is to be credited pursuant to
the transmittal order or which other-
wise is to make payment to the recipi-
ent if the order does not provide for
payment to an account. The term re-
cipient’s financial institution includes
a beneficiary’s bank, except where the
beneficiary is a recipient’s financial in-
stitution.

(ee) Secretary. The Secretary of the
Treasury or any person duly authorized
by the Secretary to perform the func-
tion mentioned.

(ff) Sender. The person giving the in-
struction to the receiving financial in-
stitution.

(gg) Structure (structuring). For pur-
poses of section 103.53, a person struc-
tures a transaction if that person, act-
ing alone, or in conjunction with, or on
behalf of, other persons, conducts or
attempts to conduct one or more trans-
actions in currency, in any amount, at
one or more financial institutions, on
one or more days, in any manner, for
the purpose of evading the reporting
requirements under section 103.22 of
this part. “In any manner’ includes,
but is not limited to, the breaking
down of a single sum of currency ex-
ceeding $10,000 into smaller sums, in-
cluding sums at or below $10,000, or the
conduct of a transaction, or series of
currency transactions, including trans-
actions at or below $10,000. The trans-
action or transactions need not exceed
the $10,000 reporting threshold at any
single financial institution on any sin-
gle day in order to constitute struc-
turing within the meaning of this defi-
nition.

(hh) Transaction account. Transaction
accounts include those accounts de-
scribed in 12 U.S.C. 461(b)(1)(C), money
market accounts and similar accounts
that take deposits and are subject to
withdrawal by check or other nego-
tiable order.

(ii) Transaction. (1) Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (ii)(2) of this sec-
tion, transaction means a purchase,
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sale, loan, pledge, gift, transfer, deliv-
ery, or other disposition, and with re-
spect to a financial institution includes
a deposit, withdrawal, transfer between
accounts, exchange of currency, loan,
extension of credit, purchase or sale of
any stock, bond, certificate of deposit,
or other monetary instrument, secu-
rity, contract of sale of a commodity
for future delivery, option on any con-
tract of sale of a commodity for future
delivery, option on a commodity, pur-
chase or redemption of any money
order, payment or order for any money
remittance or transfer, purchase or re-
demption of casino chips or tokens, or
other gaming instruments or any other
payment, transfer, or delivery by,
through, or to a financial institution,
by whatever means effected.

(2) For purposes of §103.22, and other
provisions of this part relating solely
to the report required by that section,
the term ‘‘transaction in currency”
shall mean a transaction involving the
physical transfer of currency from one
person to another. A transaction which
is a transfer of funds by means of bank
check, bank draft, wire transfer, or
other written order, and which does not
include the physical transfer of cur-
rency, is not a transaction in currency
for this purpose.

(Gi) Transmittal of funds. A series of
transactions beginning with the
transmittor’s transmittal order, made
for the purpose of making payment to
the recipient of the order. The term in-
cludes any transmittal order issued by
the transmittor’s financial institution
or an intermediary financial institu-
tion intended to carry out the
transmittor’s transmittal order. The
term transmittal of funds includes a
funds transfer. A transmittal of funds
is completed by acceptance by the re-
cipient’s financial institution of a
transmittal order for the benefit of the
recipient of the transmittor’s trans-
mittal order. Funds transfers governed
by the Electronic Fund Transfer Act of
1978 (Title XX, Pub. L. 95-630, 92 Stat.
3728, 15 U.S.C. 1693, et seq.), as well as
any other funds transfers that are
made through an automated clearing-
house, an automated teller machine, or
a point-of-sale system, are excluded
from this definition.
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(kk) Transmittal order. The term
transmittal order includes a payment
order and is an instruction of a sender
to a receiving financial institution,
transmitted orally, electronically, or
in writing, to pay, or cause another fi-
nancial institution or foreign financial
agency to pay, a fixed or determinable
amount of money to a recipient if:

(1) The instruction does not state a
condition to payment to the recipient
other than time of payment;

(2) The receiving financial institu-
tion is to be reimbursed by debiting an
account of, or otherwise receiving pay-
ment from, the sender; and

(3) The instruction is transmitted by
the sender directly to the receiving fi-
nancial institution or to an agent or
communication system for transmittal
to the receiving financial institution.

(11) Transmittor. The sender of the
first transmittal order in a transmittal
of funds. The term transmittor in-
cludes an originator, except where the
transmittor’s financial institution is a
financial institution or foreign finan-
cial agency other than a bank or for-
eign bank.

(mm) Transmittor’s financial institu-
tion. The receiving financial institu-
tion to which the transmittal order of
the transmittor is issued if the
transmittor is not a financial institu-
tion or foreign financial agency, or the
transmittor if the transmittor is a fi-
nancial institution or foreign financial
agency. The term transmittor’s finan-
cial institution includes an originator’s
bank, except where the originator is a
transmittor’s financial institution
other than a bank or foreign bank.

(nn) United States. The States of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Indian lands (as that term is
defined in the Indian Gaming Regu-
latory Act), and the Territories and In-
sular Possessions of the United States.

(00) Business day. Business day, as
used in this part with respect to banks,
means that day, as normally commu-
nicated to its depository customers, on
which a bank routinely posts a par-
ticular transaction to its customer’s
account.

(pp) Postal Service. The United States
Postal Service.

(qq) FinCEN. FinCEN means the Fi-
nancial Crimes Enforcement Network,
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an office within the Office of the Under
Secretary (Enforcement) of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury.

(rr) Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.
The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of
1988, codified at 25 U.S.C. 2701-2721 and
18 U.S.C. 1166-68.

(ss) State. The States of the United
States and, wherever necessary to
carry out the provisions of this part,
the District of Columbia.

(tt) Territories and Insular Possessions.
The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
United States Virgin Islands, Guam,
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and all other terri-
tories and possessions of the United
States other than the Indian lands and
the District of Columbia.

(uu) Money services business. Each
agent, agency, branch, or office within
the United States of any person doing
business, whether or not on a regular
basis or as an organized business con-
cern, in one or more of the capacities
listed in paragraphs (uu)(1) through
(uu)(6) of this section. Notwithstanding
the preceding sentence, the term
‘“money services business’ shall not in-
clude a bank, nor shall it include a per-
son registered with, and regulated or
examined by, the Securities and Ex-
change Commission or the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission.

(1) Currency dealer or exchanger. A
currency dealer or exchanger (other
than a person who does not exchange
currency in an amount greater than
$1,000 in currency or monetary or other
instruments for any person on any day
in one or more transactions).

(2) Check casher. A person engaged in
the business of a check casher (other
than a person who does not cash checks
in an amount greater than $1,000 in
currency or monetary or other instru-
ments for any person on any day in one
or more transactions).

(3) Issuer of traveler’s checks, money or-
ders, or stored value. An issuer of trav-
eler’s checks, money orders, or, stored
value (other than a person who does
not issue such checks or money orders
or stored value in an amount greater
than $1,000 in currency or monetary or
other instruments to any person on
any day in one or more transactions).

(4) Seller or redeemer of traveler’s
checks, money orders, or stored value. A
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seller or redeemer of traveler’s checks,
money orders, or stored value (other
than a person who does not sell such
checks or money orders or stored value
in an amount greater than $1,000 in
currency or monetary or other instru-
ments to or redeem such instruments
for an amount greater than $1,000 in
currency or monetary or other instru-
ments from, any person on any day in
one or more transactions).

(5) Money transmitter—(i) In general.
Money transmitter:

(A) Any person, whether or not li-
censed or required to be licensed, who
engages as a business in accepting cur-
rency, or funds denominated in cur-
rency, and transmits the currency or
funds, or the value of the currency or
funds, by any means through a finan-
cial agency or institution, a Federal
Reserve Bank or other facility of one
or more Federal Reserve Banks, the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, or both, or an electronic
funds transfer network; or

(B) Any other person engaged as a
business in the transfer of funds.

(ii) Facts and circumstances; Limita-
tion. Whether a person ‘‘engages as a
business’ in the activities described in
paragraph (uu)(5)(i) of this section is a
matter of facts and circumstances.
Generally, the acceptance and trans-
mission of funds as an integral part of
the execution and settlement of a
transaction other than the funds trans-
mission itself (for example, in connec-
tion with a bona fide sale of securities
or other property), will not cause a per-
son to be a money transmitter within
the meaning of paragraph (uu)b)@i) of
this section.

(6) United States Postal Service. The
United States Postal Service, except
with respect to the sale of postage or
philatelic products.

(vv) Stored value. Funds or monetary
value represented in digital electronics
format (whether or not specially
encrypted) and stored or capable of
storage on electronic media in such a
way as to be retrievable and transfer-
able electronically.

(ww) Security. Security means any in-
strument or interest described in sec-
tion 3(a)(10) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, 15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(10).
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(xx) Commodity. Any good, article,
service, right, or interest described in
section la(4) of the Commodity Ex-
change Act (“‘CEA”), 7 U.S.C. 1a(4).

(yy) Contract of sale. Any sale, agree-
ment of sale, or agreement to sell as
described in section la(7) of the CEA, 7
U.S.C. 1a(7).

(zz) Futures commission merchant. Any
person registered or required to be reg-
istered as a futures commission mer-
chant with the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (““CFTC’’) under
the CEA, except persons who register
pursuant to section 4f(a)(2) of the CEA,
7 U.S.C. 6f(a)(2).

(aaa) Introducing broker-commodities.
Any person registered or required to be
registered as an introducing broker
with the CFTC under the CEA, except
persons who register pursuant to sec-
tion 4f(a)(2) of the CEA, 7 U.S.C.
6f(a)(2).

(bbb) Option on a commodity. Any
agreement, contract, or transaction de-
scribed in section 1a(26) of the CEA, 7
U.S.C. 1a(26).

[62 FR 11441, Apr. 8, 1987; 52 FR 12641, Apr. 17,
1987, as amended at 53 FR 777, Jan. 13, 1988;
53 FR 4138, Feb. 12, 1988; 54 FR 3027, Jan. 23,
1989; 54 FR 28418, July 6, 1989; 55 FR 20143,
May 15, 1990; 58 FR 13546, Mar. 12, 1993; 60 FR
228, Jan. 3, 1995; 61 FR 4331, Feb. 5, 1996; 61 FR
7055, Feb. 23, 1996; 61 FR 14249, 14385, Apr. 1,
1996; 63 FR 1923, Jan. 13, 1998; 64 FR 45450,
Aug. 20, 1999; 656 FR 13692, Mar. 14, 2000; 67 FR
44065, July 1, 2002; 67 FR 60729, Sept. 28, 2002;
68 FR 25109, May 9, 2003; 68 FR 65398, Nov. 20,
2003; 69 FR 4237, Jan. 29, 2004]

Subpart B—Reports Required To
Be Made

§103.12 Determination by the Sec-
retary.

The Secretary hereby determines
that the reports required by this sub-
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seller or redeemer of traveler’s checks,
money orders, or stored value (other
than a person who does not sell such
checks or money orders or stored value
in an amount greater than $1,000 in
currency or monetary or other instru-
ments to or redeem such instruments
for an amount greater than $1,000 in
currency or monetary or other instru-
ments from, any person on any day in
one or more transactions).

(5) Money transmitter—(i) In general.
Money transmitter:

(A) Any person, whether or not li-
censed or required to be licensed, who
engages as a business in accepting cur-
rency, or funds denominated in cur-
rency, and transmits the currency or
funds, or the value of the currency or
funds, by any means through a finan-
cial agency or institution, a Federal
Reserve Bank or other facility of one
or more Federal Reserve Banks, the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, or both, or an electronic
funds transfer network; or

(B) Any other person engaged as a
business in the transfer of funds.

(ii) Facts and circumstances; Limita-
tion. Whether a person ‘‘engages as a
business’ in the activities described in
paragraph (uu)(5)(i) of this section is a
matter of facts and circumstances.
Generally, the acceptance and trans-
mission of funds as an integral part of
the execution and settlement of a
transaction other than the funds trans-
mission itself (for example, in connec-
tion with a bona fide sale of securities
or other property), will not cause a per-
son to be a money transmitter within
the meaning of paragraph (uu)b)@i) of
this section.

(6) United States Postal Service. The
United States Postal Service, except
with respect to the sale of postage or
philatelic products.

(vv) Stored value. Funds or monetary
value represented in digital electronics
format (whether or not specially
encrypted) and stored or capable of
storage on electronic media in such a
way as to be retrievable and transfer-
able electronically.

(ww) Security. Security means any in-
strument or interest described in sec-
tion 3(a)(10) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, 15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(10).
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(xx) Commodity. Any good, article,
service, right, or interest described in
section la(4) of the Commodity Ex-
change Act (“‘CEA”), 7 U.S.C. 1a(4).

(yy) Contract of sale. Any sale, agree-
ment of sale, or agreement to sell as
described in section la(7) of the CEA, 7
U.S.C. 1a(7).

(zz) Futures commission merchant. Any
person registered or required to be reg-
istered as a futures commission mer-
chant with the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (““CFTC’’) under
the CEA, except persons who register
pursuant to section 4f(a)(2) of the CEA,
7 U.S.C. 6f(a)(2).

(aaa) Introducing broker-commodities.
Any person registered or required to be
registered as an introducing broker
with the CFTC under the CEA, except
persons who register pursuant to sec-
tion 4f(a)(2) of the CEA, 7 U.S.C.
6f(a)(2).

(bbb) Option on a commodity. Any
agreement, contract, or transaction de-
scribed in section 1a(26) of the CEA, 7
U.S.C. 1a(26).
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U.S.C. 80a-3) (‘‘Investment Company
Act”’) that is an open-end company (as
defined in section 5 of the Investment
Company Act (156 U.S.C. 80a-5)) and
that is registered, or is required to reg-
ister, with the Securities and Exchange
Commission pursuant to that Act (for
purposes of this section, a ‘‘mutual
fund’’), shall file with the Financial
Crimes Enforcement Network, to the
extent and in the manner required by
this section, a report of any suspicious
transaction relevant to a possible vio-
lation of law or regulation. A mutual
fund may also file with the Financial
Crimes Enforcement Network a report
of any suspicious transaction that it
believes is relevant to the possible vio-
lation of any law or regulation, but
whose reporting is not required by this
section. Filing a report of a suspicious
transaction does not relieve a mutual
fund from the responsibility of com-
plying with any other reporting re-
quirements imposed by the Securities
and Exchange Commission.

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under this section if it is conducted or
attempted by, at, or through a mutual
fund, it involves or aggregates funds or
other assets of at least $5,000, and the
mutual fund knows, suspects, or has
reason to suspect that the transaction
(or a pattern of transactions of which
the transaction is a part):

(i) Involves funds derived from illegal
activity or is intended or conducted in
order to hide or disguise funds or assets
derived from illegal activity (includ-
ing, without limitation, the ownership,
nature, source, location, or control of
such funds or assets) as part of a plan
to violate or evade any Federal law or
regulation or to avoid any transaction
reporting requirement under Federal
law or regulation;

(ii) Is designed, whether through
structuring or other means, to evade
any requirements of this part or any
other regulations promulgated under
the Bank Secrecy Act, Public Law 91—
508, as amended, codified at 12 U.S.C.
1829b, 12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31 U.S.C.
5311-5314, 5316-5332;

(iii) Has no business or apparent law-
ful purpose or is not the sort in which
the particular customer would nor-
mally be expected to engage, and the
mutual fund knows of no reasonable

§103.15

explanation for the transaction after
examining the available facts, includ-
ing the background and possible pur-
pose of the transaction; or

(iv) Involves use of the mutual fund
to facilitate criminal activity.

(3) More than one mutual fund may
have an obligation to report the same
transaction under this section, and
other financial institutions may have
separate obligations to report sus-
picious activity with respect to the
same transaction pursuant to other
provisions of this part. In those in-
stances, no more than one report is re-
quired to be filed by the mutual fund(s)
and other financial institution(s) in-
volved in the transaction, provided
that the report filed contains all rel-
evant facts, including the name of each
financial institution and the words
“joint filing”’ in the narrative section,
and each institution maintains a copy
of the report filed, along with any sup-
porting documentation.

(b) Filing and notification procedures—
(1) What to file. A suspicious trans-
action shall be reported by completing
a Suspicious Activity Report by Secu-
rities and Futures Industries (‘“‘SAR-
SF”’), and collecting and maintaining
supporting documentation as required
by paragraph (c) of this section.

(2) Where to file. Form SAR-SF shall
be filed with the Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network in accordance with
the instructions to the Form SAR-SF.

(3) When to filee A Form SAR-SF
shall be filed no later than 30 calendar
days after the date of the initial detec-
tion by the reporting mutual fund of
facts that may constitute a basis for
filing a Form SAR-SF under this sec-
tion. If no suspect is identified on the
date of such initial detection, a mutual
fund may delay filing a Form SAR-SF
for an additional 30 calendar days to
identify a suspect, but in no case shall
reporting be delayed more than 60 cal-
endar days after the date of such ini-
tial detection.

(4) Mandatory mnotification to law en-
forcement. In situations involving viola-
tions that require immediate atten-
tion, such as suspected terrorist fi-
nancing or ongoing money laundering
schemes, a mutual fund shall imme-
diately notify by telephone an appro-
priate law enforcement authority in
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addition to filing timely a Form SAR-
SF.

(5) Voluntary notification to the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network or the
Securities and Exchange Commission. Mu-
tual funds wishing voluntarily to re-
port suspicious transactions that may
relate to terrorist activity may call
the Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work’s Financial Institutions Hotline
at 1-866-556-3974 in addition to filing
timely a Form SAR-SF if required by
this section. The mutual fund may
also, but is not required to, contact the
Securities and Exchange Commission
to report in such situations.

(c) Retention of records. A mutual fund
shall maintain a copy of any Form
SAR-SF filed by the fund or on its be-
half (including joint reports), and the
original (or business record equivalent)
of any supporting documentation con-
cerning any Form SAR-SF that it files
(or is filed on its behalf), for a period of
five years from the date of filing the
Form SAR-SF. Supporting documenta-
tion shall be identified as such and
maintained by the mutual fund, and
shall be deemed to have been filed with
the Form SAR-SF. The mutual fund
shall make all supporting documenta-
tion available to the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network, any other ap-
propriate law enforcement agencies or
federal or state securities regulators,
and for purposes of an examination of a
broker-dealer pursuant to §103.19(g) re-
garding a joint report, to a self-regu-
latory organization (as defined in sec-
tion 3(a)(26) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, 15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(26)) reg-
istered with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, upon request.

(d) Confidentiality of reports. No mu-
tual fund, and no director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent of any mutual fund,
who reports a suspicious transaction
under this part (whether such a report
is required by this section or made vol-
untarily), may notify any person in-
volved in the transaction that the
transaction has been reported, except
to the extent permitted by paragraph
(a)(3) of this section. Any person sub-
poenaed or otherwise required to dis-
close a Form SAR-SF or the informa-
tion contained in a Form SAR-SF, in-
cluding a Form SAR-SF filed jointly
with another financial institution in-
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volved in the same transaction (except
where such disclosure is requested by
the Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work, the Securities and Exchange
Commission, another appropriate law
enforcement or regulatory agency, or,
in the case of a joint report involving a
broker-dealer, a self-regulatory organi-
zation registered with the Securities
and Exchange Commission conducting
an examination of such broker-dealer
pursuant to §103.19(g)), shall decline to
produce Form SAR-SF or to provide
any information that would disclose
that a Form SAR-SF has been prepared
or filed, citing this paragraph (d) and 31
U.S.C. 5318(g)(2), and shall notify the
Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work of any such request and its re-
sponse thereto.

(e) Limitation of liability. A mutual
fund, and any director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent of such mutual fund,
that makes a report of any possible
violation of law or regulation pursuant
to this section, including a joint report
(whether such report is required by
this section or made voluntarily) shall
be protected from liability for any dis-
closure contained in, or for failure to
disclose the fact of, such report, or
both, to the extent provided in 31
U.S.C. 5318(2)(3).

(f) Examinations and enforcement.
Compliance with this section shall be
examined by the Department of the
Treasury, through the Financial
Crimes Enforcement Network or its
delegees, under the terms of the Bank
Secrecy Act. Failure to satisfy the re-
quirements of this section may con-
stitute a violation of the reporting
rules of the Bank Secrecy Act and of
this part.

(g) Effective date. This section applies
to transactions occurring after October
31, 2006.

[71 FR 26219, May 4, 2006]

§103.16 Reports by insurance compa-
nies of suspicious transactions.

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this
section:

(1) Annuity contract means any agree-
ment between the insurer and the con-
tract owner whereby the insurer prom-
ises to pay out a fixed or variable in-
come stream for a period of time.
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addition to filing timely a Form SAR-
SF.

(5) Voluntary notification to the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network or the
Securities and Exchange Commission. Mu-
tual funds wishing voluntarily to re-
port suspicious transactions that may
relate to terrorist activity may call
the Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work’s Financial Institutions Hotline
at 1-866-556-3974 in addition to filing
timely a Form SAR-SF if required by
this section. The mutual fund may
also, but is not required to, contact the
Securities and Exchange Commission
to report in such situations.

(c) Retention of records. A mutual fund
shall maintain a copy of any Form
SAR-SF filed by the fund or on its be-
half (including joint reports), and the
original (or business record equivalent)
of any supporting documentation con-
cerning any Form SAR-SF that it files
(or is filed on its behalf), for a period of
five years from the date of filing the
Form SAR-SF. Supporting documenta-
tion shall be identified as such and
maintained by the mutual fund, and
shall be deemed to have been filed with
the Form SAR-SF. The mutual fund
shall make all supporting documenta-
tion available to the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network, any other ap-
propriate law enforcement agencies or
federal or state securities regulators,
and for purposes of an examination of a
broker-dealer pursuant to §103.19(g) re-
garding a joint report, to a self-regu-
latory organization (as defined in sec-
tion 3(a)(26) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, 15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(26)) reg-
istered with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, upon request.

(d) Confidentiality of reports. No mu-
tual fund, and no director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent of any mutual fund,
who reports a suspicious transaction
under this part (whether such a report
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to the extent permitted by paragraph
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poenaed or otherwise required to dis-
close a Form SAR-SF or the informa-
tion contained in a Form SAR-SF, in-
cluding a Form SAR-SF filed jointly
with another financial institution in-
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(2) Bank has the same meaning as
provided in §103.11(c).

(3) Broker-dealer in securities has the
same meaning as provided in §103.11(f).

(4) Covered product means:

(i) A permanent life insurance policy,
other than a group life insurance pol-
1Cy;

(ii) An annuity contract, other than
a group annuity contract; or

(iii) Any other insurance product
with features of cash value or invest-
ment.

(6) Group annuity contract means a
master contract providing annuities to
a group of persons under a single con-
tract.

(6) Group life insurance policy means
any life insurance policy under which a
number of persons and their depend-
ents, if appropriate, are insured under
a single policy.

(T) Insurance agent means a sales and/
or service representative of an insur-
ance company. The term ‘‘insurance
agent” encompasses any person that
sells, markets, distributes, or services
an insurance company’s covered prod-
ucts, including, but not limited to, a
person who represents only one insur-
ance company, a person who represents
more than one insurance company, and
a bank or broker-dealer in securities
that sells any covered product of an in-
surance company.

(8) Insurance broker means a person
who, by acting as the customer’s rep-
resentative, arranges and/or services
covered products on behalf of the cus-
tomer.

(9) Insurance company or insurer. (i)
Except as provided in paragraph
(a)(9)(ii) of this section, the term ‘‘in-
surance company’’ or ‘‘insurer’ means
any person engaged within the United
States as a business in the issuing or
underwriting of any covered product.

(ii) The term ‘‘insurance company’’
or ‘“‘insurer’ does not include an insur-
ance agent or insurance broker.

(10) Permanent life insurance policy
means an agreement that contains a
cash value or investment element and
that obligates the insurer to indemnify
or to confer a benefit upon the insured
or beneficiary to the agreement contin-
gent upon the death of the insured.

(11) Person has the same meaning as
provided in §103.11(z).
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(12) United States has the same mean-
ing as provided in §103.11(nn).

(b) General. (1) Each insurance com-
pany shall file with the Financial
Crimes Enforcement Network, to the
extent and in the manner required by
this section, a report of any suspicious
transaction involving a covered prod-
uct that is relevant to a possible viola-
tion of law or regulation. An insurance
company may also file with the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network by
using the form specified in paragraph
(c)(1) of this section or otherwise, a re-
port of any suspicious transaction that
it believes is relevant to the possible
violation of any law or regulation but
the reporting of which is not required
by this section.

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under this section if it is conducted or
attempted by, at, or through an insur-
ance company, and involves or aggre-
gates at least $5,000 in funds or other
assets, and the insurance company
knows, suspects, or has reason to sus-
pect that the transaction (or a pattern
of transactions of which the trans-
action is a part):

(i) Involves funds derived from illegal
activity or is intended or conducted in
order to hide or disguise funds or assets
derived from illegal activity (includ-
ing, without limitation, the ownership,
nature, source, location, or control of
such funds or assets) as part of a plan
to violate or evade any federal law or
regulation or to avoid any transaction
reporting requirement under federal
law or regulation;

(ii) Is designed, whether through
structuring or other means, to evade
any requirements of this part or of any
other regulations promulgated under
the Bank Secrecy Act, Public Law 91—
508, as amended, codified at 12 U.S.C.
1829b, 12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31 U.S.C.
5311-5314; 5316-5332;

(iii) Has no business or apparent law-
ful purpose or is not the sort in which
the particular customer would nor-
mally be expected to engage, and the
insurance company knows of no rea-
sonable explanation for the transaction
after examining the available facts, in-
cluding the background and possible
purpose of the transaction; or
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(iv) Involves use of the insurance
company to facilitate criminal activ-
ity.

(3) (i) An insurance company is re-
sponsible for reporting suspicious
transactions conducted through its in-
surance agents and insurance brokers.
Accordingly, an insurance company
shall establish and implement policies
and procedures reasonably designed to
obtain customer-related information
necessary to detect suspicious activity
from all relevant sources, including
from its insurance agents and insur-
ance brokers, and shall report sus-
picious activity based on such informa-
tion.

(ii) Certain insurance agents may
have a separate obligation to report
suspicious activity pursuant to other
provisions of this part. In those in-
stances, no more than one report is re-
quired to be filed by the financial insti-
tutions involved in the transaction, as
long as the report filed contains all rel-
evant facts, including the names of
both institutions and the words ‘‘joint
filing”” in the narrative section, and
both institutions maintain a copy of
the report filed, along with any sup-
porting documentation.

(iii) An insurance company that
issues variable insurance products
funded by separate accounts that meet
the definition of a mutual fund in
§103.15(a)(1) shall file reports of sus-
picious transactions pursuant to
§103.15.

(c) Filing procedures—(1) What to file.
A suspicious transaction shall be re-
ported by completing a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report by Insurance Companies
(SAR-IC), and collecting and maintain-
ing supporting documentation as re-
quired by paragraph (e) of this section.

(2) Where to file. The SAR-IC shall be
filed with the Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network as indicated in the
instructions to the SAR-IC.

(38) When to file. A SAR-IC shall be
filed no later than 30 calendar days
after the date of the initial detection
by the insurance company of facts that
may constitute a basis for filing a
SAR-IC under this section. If no sus-
pect is identified on the date of such
initial detection, an insurance com-
pany may delay filing a SAR-IC for an
additional 30 calendar days to identify
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a suspect, but in no case shall report-
ing be delayed more than 60 calendar
days after the date of such initial de-
tection. In situations that require im-
mediate attention, such as terrorist fi-
nancing or ongoing money laundering
schemes, the insurance company shall
immediately notify by telephone an ap-
propriate law enforcement authority in
addition to filing timely a SAR-IC. In-
surance companies wishing voluntarily
to report suspicious transactions that
may relate to terrorist activity may
call the Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network’s Financial Institutions Hot-
line at 1-866-556-3974 in addition to fil-
ing timely a SAR-IC if required by this
section.

(d) Exception. An insurance company
is not required to file a SAR-IC to re-
port the submission to it of false or
fraudulent information to obtain a pol-
icy or make a claim, unless the com-
pany has reason to believe that the
false or fraudulent submission relates
to money laundering or terrorist fi-
nancing.

(e) Retention of records. An insurance
company shall maintain a copy of any
SAR-IC filed and the original or busi-
ness record equivalent of any sup-
porting documentation for a period of
five years from the date of filing the
SAR-IC. Supporting documentation
shall be identified as such and main-
tained by the insurance company and
shall be deemed to have been filed with
the SAR-IC. When an insurance com-
pany has filed or is identified as a filer
in a joint Suspicious Activity Report,
the insurance company shall maintain
a copy of such joint report (together
with copies of any supporting docu-
mentation) for a period of five years
from the date of filing. An insurance
company shall make all supporting
documentation available to the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network and
any other appropriate law enforcement
agencies or supervisory agencies upon
request.

(f) Confidentiality of reports; limitation
of liability. No insurance company, and
no director, officer, employee, agent,
or broker of any insurance company,
who reports a suspicious transaction
under this part (whether such a report
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is required by this section or made vol-
untarily), may notify any person in-
volved in the transaction that the
transaction has been reported, except
to the extent permitted by paragraph
(b)(3) of this section. Thus, any insur-
ance company subpoenaed or otherwise
requested to disclose a SAR-IC or the
information contained in a SAR-IC (or
a copy of a joint Suspicious Activity
Report filed with another financial in-
stitution involved in the same trans-
action, including an insurance agent),
except where such disclosure is re-
quested by the Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network or another appro-
priate law enforcement or supervisory
agency, shall decline to produce the
Suspicious Activity Report or to pro-
vide any information that would dis-
close that a Suspicious Activity Report
has been prepared or filed, citing as au-
thority 31 CFR 103.16 and 31 U.S.C.
5318(g)(2), and shall notify the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network of
any such request and its response
thereto. An insurance company, and
any director, officer, employee, agent,
or broker of such insurance company,
that makes a report pursuant to this
section, including a joint report
(whether such report is required by
this section or made voluntarily) shall
be protected from liability for any dis-
closure contained in, or for failure to
disclose the fact of, such report, or
both, to the extent provided by 31
U.S.C. 5318(2)(3).

(g) Compliance. Compliance with this
section shall be examined by the De-
partment of the Treasury, through the
Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work or its delegees, under the terms
of the Bank Secrecy Act. Failure to
comply with the requirements of this
section may constitute a violation of
the reporting rules of the Bank Secrecy
Act and of this part.

(h) Suspicious transaction reporting re-
quirements for insurance companies reg-
istered or required to register with the Se-
curities and Ezxchange Commission as
broker-dealers in securities. An insurance
company that is registered or required
to register with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission as a broker-dealer
in securities shall be deemed to have
satisfied the requirements of this sec-
tion for its broker-dealer activities to

§103.17

the extent that the company complies
with the reporting requirements appli-
cable to such activities pursuant to
§103.19.

(i) Applicability date. This section ap-
plies to transactions occurring after
May 2, 2006.

[70 FR 66767, Nov. 3, 2005, as amended at 71
FR 26220, May 4, 2006]

§103.17 Reports by futures commis-
sion merchants and introducing
brokers in commodities of sus-
picious transactions.

(a) General—(1) Every futures com-
mission merchant (“FCM”’) and intro-
ducing broker in commodities (‘‘IB-C”’)
within the United States shall file with
FinCEN, to the extent and in the man-
ner required by this section, a report of
any suspicious transaction relevant to
a possible violation of law or regula-
tion. An FCM or IB-C may also file
with FinCEN a report of any suspicious
transaction that it believes is relevant
to the possible violation of any law or
regulation but whose reporting is not
required by this section. Filing a re-
port of a suspicious transaction does
not relieve an FCM or IB-C from the re-
sponsibility of complying with any
other reporting requirements imposed
by the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission (“‘CFTC”) or any reg-
istered futures association or reg-
istered entity as those terms are de-
fined in the Commodity Exchange Act
(““CEA”), 7TU.S.C. 21 and 7 U.S.C. 1a(29).

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under the terms of this section if it is
conducted or attempted by, at, or
through an FCM or IB-C, it involves or
aggregates funds or other assets of at
least $5,000, and the FCM or IB-C
knows, suspects, or has reason to sus-
pect that the transaction (or a pattern
of transactions of which the trans-
action is a part):

(i) Involves funds derived from illegal
activity or is intended or conducted in
order to hide or disguise funds or assets
derived from illegal activity (includ-
ing, without limitation, the ownership,
nature, source, location, or control of
such funds or assets) as part of a plan
to violate or evade any federal law or
regulation or to avoid any transaction
reporting requirement under federal
law or regulation;
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is required by this section or made vol-
untarily), may notify any person in-
volved in the transaction that the
transaction has been reported, except
to the extent permitted by paragraph
(b)(3) of this section. Thus, any insur-
ance company subpoenaed or otherwise
requested to disclose a SAR-IC or the
information contained in a SAR-IC (or
a copy of a joint Suspicious Activity
Report filed with another financial in-
stitution involved in the same trans-
action, including an insurance agent),
except where such disclosure is re-
quested by the Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network or another appro-
priate law enforcement or supervisory
agency, shall decline to produce the
Suspicious Activity Report or to pro-
vide any information that would dis-
close that a Suspicious Activity Report
has been prepared or filed, citing as au-
thority 31 CFR 103.16 and 31 U.S.C.
5318(g)(2), and shall notify the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network of
any such request and its response
thereto. An insurance company, and
any director, officer, employee, agent,
or broker of such insurance company,
that makes a report pursuant to this
section, including a joint report
(whether such report is required by
this section or made voluntarily) shall
be protected from liability for any dis-
closure contained in, or for failure to
disclose the fact of, such report, or
both, to the extent provided by 31
U.S.C. 5318(2)(3).

(g) Compliance. Compliance with this
section shall be examined by the De-
partment of the Treasury, through the
Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work or its delegees, under the terms
of the Bank Secrecy Act. Failure to
comply with the requirements of this
section may constitute a violation of
the reporting rules of the Bank Secrecy
Act and of this part.

(h) Suspicious transaction reporting re-
quirements for insurance companies reg-
istered or required to register with the Se-
curities and Ezxchange Commission as
broker-dealers in securities. An insurance
company that is registered or required
to register with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission as a broker-dealer
in securities shall be deemed to have
satisfied the requirements of this sec-
tion for its broker-dealer activities to

§103.17

the extent that the company complies
with the reporting requirements appli-
cable to such activities pursuant to
§103.19.

(i) Applicability date. This section ap-
plies to transactions occurring after
May 2, 2006.

[70 FR 66767, Nov. 3, 2005, as amended at 71
FR 26220, May 4, 2006]

§103.17 Reports by futures commis-
sion merchants and introducing
brokers in commodities of sus-
picious transactions.

(a) General—(1) Every futures com-
mission merchant (“FCM”’) and intro-
ducing broker in commodities (‘‘IB-C”’)
within the United States shall file with
FinCEN, to the extent and in the man-
ner required by this section, a report of
any suspicious transaction relevant to
a possible violation of law or regula-
tion. An FCM or IB-C may also file
with FinCEN a report of any suspicious
transaction that it believes is relevant
to the possible violation of any law or
regulation but whose reporting is not
required by this section. Filing a re-
port of a suspicious transaction does
not relieve an FCM or IB-C from the re-
sponsibility of complying with any
other reporting requirements imposed
by the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission (“‘CFTC”) or any reg-
istered futures association or reg-
istered entity as those terms are de-
fined in the Commodity Exchange Act
(““CEA”), 7TU.S.C. 21 and 7 U.S.C. 1a(29).

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under the terms of this section if it is
conducted or attempted by, at, or
through an FCM or IB-C, it involves or
aggregates funds or other assets of at
least $5,000, and the FCM or IB-C
knows, suspects, or has reason to sus-
pect that the transaction (or a pattern
of transactions of which the trans-
action is a part):

(i) Involves funds derived from illegal
activity or is intended or conducted in
order to hide or disguise funds or assets
derived from illegal activity (includ-
ing, without limitation, the ownership,
nature, source, location, or control of
such funds or assets) as part of a plan
to violate or evade any federal law or
regulation or to avoid any transaction
reporting requirement under federal
law or regulation;
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(ii) Is designed, whether through
structuring or other means, to evade
any requirements of this part or of any
other regulations promulgated under
the Bank Secrecy Act (‘“BSA”), Public
Law 91-508, as amended, codified at 12
U.S.C. 1829b, 12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31
U.S.C. 5311-56314, 5316-5332;

(iii) Has no business or apparent law-
ful purpose or is not the sort in which
the particular customer would nor-
mally be expected to engage, and the
FCM or IB-C knows of no reasonable
explanation for the transaction after
examining the available facts, includ-
ing the background and possible pur-
pose of the transaction; or

(iv) Involves use of the FCM or IB-C
to facilitate criminal activity.

(3) The obligation to identify and
properly and timely to report a sus-
picious transaction rests with each
FCM and IB-C involved in the trans-
action, provided that no more than one
report is required to be filed by any of
the FCMs or IB-Cs involved in a par-
ticular transaction, so long as the re-
port filed contains all relevant facts.

(b) Filing procedures—(1) What to file.
A suspicious transaction shall be re-
ported by completing a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report-Securities and Futures
Industry (‘““‘SAR-SF”’), and collecting
and maintaining supporting docu-
mentation as required by paragraph (d)
of this section.

(2) Where to file. The SAR-SF shall be
filed with FinCEN in a central loca-
tion, to be determined by FinCEN, as
indicated in the instructions to the
SAR-SF.

(38) When to file. A SAR-SF shall be
filed no later than 30 calendar days
after the date of the initial detection
by the reporting FCM or IB-C of facts
that may constitute a basis for filing a
SAR-SF under this section. If no sus-
pect is identified on the date of such
initial detection, an FCM or IB-C may
delay filing a SAR-SF for an additional
30 calendar days to identify a suspect,
but in no case shall reporting be de-
layed more than 60 calendar days after
the date of such initial detection. In
situations involving violations that re-
quire immediate attention, such as ter-
rorist financing or ongoing money
laundering schemes, the FCM or IB-C
shall immediately notify by telephone

31 CFR Ch. | (7-1-09 Edition)

an appropriate law enforcement au-
thority in addition to filing timely a
SAR-SF. FCMs and IB-Cs wishing vol-
untarily to report suspicious trans-
actions that may relate to terrorist ac-
tivity may call FinCEN’s Financial In-
stitutions Hotline at 1-866-556-3974 in
addition to filing timely a SAR-SF if
required by this section. The FCM or
IB-C may also, but is not required to,
contact the CFTC to report in such sit-
uations.

(c) Exceptions—(1) An FCM or IB-C is
not required to file a SAR-SF to re-
port—

(i) A robbery or burglary committed
or attempted of the FCM or IB-C that
is reported to appropriate law enforce-
ment authorities;

(ii) A violation otherwise required to
be reported under the CEA (7 U.S.C. 1 et
seq.), the regulations of the CFTC (17
CFR chapter I), or the rules of any reg-
istered futures association or reg-
istered entity as those terms are de-
fined in the CEA, 7 U.S.C. 21 and 7
U.S.C. 1a(29), by the FCM or IB-C or
any of its officers, directors, employ-
ees, or associated persons, other than a
violation of 17 CFR 42.2, as long as such
violation is appropriately reported to
the CFTC or a registered futures asso-
ciation or registered entity.

(2) An FCM or IB-C may be required
to demonstrate that it has relied on an
exception in paragraph (c)(1) of this
section, and must maintain records of
its determinations to do so for the pe-
riod specified in paragraph (d) of this
section. To the extent that a Form 8-R,
8-T, U-5, or any other similar form
concerning the transaction is filed con-
sistent with CFTC, registered futures
association, or registered entity rules,
a copy of that form will be a sufficient
record for the purposes of this para-
graph (c)(2).

(d) Retention of records. An FCM or
IB-C shall maintain a copy of any SAR-
SF filed and the original or business
record equivalent of any supporting
documentation for a period of five
years from the date of filing the SAR-
SF. Supporting documentation shall be
identified as such and maintained by
the FCM or IB-C, and shall be deemed
to have been filed with the SAR-SF. An
FCM or IB-C shall make all supporting
documentation available to FinCEN,
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the CFTC, or any other appropriate law
enforcement agency or regulatory
agency, and, for purposes of paragraph
(g) of this section, to any registered fu-
tures association, registered entity, or
self-regulatory organization (‘‘SRO”)
(as defined in section 3(a)(26) of the Se-
curities Exchange Act of 1934, 15 U.S.C.
78c(a)(26)), upon request.

(e) Confidentiality of reports. No finan-
cial institution, and no director, offi-
cer, employee, or agent of any finan-
cial institution, who reports a sus-
picious transaction under this part,
may notify any person involved in the
transaction that the transaction has
been reported, except to the extent per-
mitted by paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion. Thus, any person subpoenaed or
otherwise requested to disclose a SAR-
SF or the information contained in a
SAR-SF, except where such disclosure
is requested by FinCEN, the CFTC, an-
other appropriate law enforcement or
regulatory agency, or for purposes of
paragraph (g) of this section, a reg-
istered futures association, registered
entity, or SRO shall decline to produce
the SAR-SF or to provide any informa-
tion that would disclose that a SAR-SF
has been prepared or filed, citing this
paragraph and 31 U.S.C. 5318(g)(2), and
shall notify FinCEN of any such re-
quest and its response thereto.

(f) Limitation of liability. An FCM or
IB-C, and any director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent of such FCM or IB-C,
that makes a report of any possible
violation of law or regulation pursuant
to this section or any other authority
(or voluntarily) shall not be liable to
any person under any law or regulation
of the United States (or otherwise to
the extent also provided in 31 U.S.C.
5318(2)(3), including in any arbitration
or reparations proceeding) for any dis-
closure contained in, or for failure to
disclose the fact of, such report.

(g) Examination and enforcement. Com-
pliance with this section shall be ex-
amined by the Department of the
Treasury, through FinCEN or its dele-
gates, under the terms of the BSA. Re-
ports filed under this section or §103.19
(including any supporting documenta-
tion), and documentation dem-
onstrating reliance on an exception
under paragraph (c) of this section or
§103.19, shall be made available, upon

§103.18

request, to the CFTC, Securities and
Exchange Commission, and any reg-
istered futures association, registered
entity, or SRO, examining an FCM, IB-
C, or broker or dealer in securities for
compliance with the requirements of
this section or §103.19. Failure to sat-
isfy the requirements of this section
may constitute a violation of the re-
porting rules of the BSA or of this
part.

(h) Effective date. This section applies
to transactions occurring after May 18,
2004.

[68 FR 65398, Nov. 20, 2003]

§103.18 Reports by banks
picious transactions.

(a) General. (1) Every bank shall file
with the Treasury Department, to the
extent and in the manner required by
this section, a report of any suspicious
transaction relevant to a possible vio-
lation of law or regulation. A bank
may also file with the Treasury De-
partment by using the Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report specified in paragraph
(b)(1) of this section or otherwise, a re-
port of any suspicious transaction that
it believes is relevant to the possible
violation of any law or regulation but
whose reporting is not required by this
section.

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under the terms of this section if it is
conducted or attempted by, at, or
through the bank, it involves or aggre-
gates at least $5,000 in funds or other
assets, and the bank knows, suspects,
or has reason to suspect that:

(i) The transaction involves funds de-
rived from illegal activities or is in-
tended or conducted in order to hide or
disguise funds or assets derived from il-

of sus-

legal activities (including, without
limitation, the ownership, nature,
source, location, or control of such

funds or assets) as part of a plan to vio-
late or evade any federal law or regula-
tion or to avoid any transaction re-
porting requirement under federal law
or regulation;

(ii) The transaction is designed to
evade any requirements of this part or
of any other regulations promulgated
under the Bank Secrecy Act, Pub. L.
91-508, as amended, codified at 12 U.S.C.
1829b, 12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31 U.S.C.
5311-5330; or
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the CFTC, or any other appropriate law
enforcement agency or regulatory
agency, and, for purposes of paragraph
(g) of this section, to any registered fu-
tures association, registered entity, or
self-regulatory organization (‘‘SRO”)
(as defined in section 3(a)(26) of the Se-
curities Exchange Act of 1934, 15 U.S.C.
78c(a)(26)), upon request.

(e) Confidentiality of reports. No finan-
cial institution, and no director, offi-
cer, employee, or agent of any finan-
cial institution, who reports a sus-
picious transaction under this part,
may notify any person involved in the
transaction that the transaction has
been reported, except to the extent per-
mitted by paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion. Thus, any person subpoenaed or
otherwise requested to disclose a SAR-
SF or the information contained in a
SAR-SF, except where such disclosure
is requested by FinCEN, the CFTC, an-
other appropriate law enforcement or
regulatory agency, or for purposes of
paragraph (g) of this section, a reg-
istered futures association, registered
entity, or SRO shall decline to produce
the SAR-SF or to provide any informa-
tion that would disclose that a SAR-SF
has been prepared or filed, citing this
paragraph and 31 U.S.C. 5318(g)(2), and
shall notify FinCEN of any such re-
quest and its response thereto.

(f) Limitation of liability. An FCM or
IB-C, and any director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent of such FCM or IB-C,
that makes a report of any possible
violation of law or regulation pursuant
to this section or any other authority
(or voluntarily) shall not be liable to
any person under any law or regulation
of the United States (or otherwise to
the extent also provided in 31 U.S.C.
5318(2)(3), including in any arbitration
or reparations proceeding) for any dis-
closure contained in, or for failure to
disclose the fact of, such report.

(g) Examination and enforcement. Com-
pliance with this section shall be ex-
amined by the Department of the
Treasury, through FinCEN or its dele-
gates, under the terms of the BSA. Re-
ports filed under this section or §103.19
(including any supporting documenta-
tion), and documentation dem-
onstrating reliance on an exception
under paragraph (c) of this section or
§103.19, shall be made available, upon

§103.18

request, to the CFTC, Securities and
Exchange Commission, and any reg-
istered futures association, registered
entity, or SRO, examining an FCM, IB-
C, or broker or dealer in securities for
compliance with the requirements of
this section or §103.19. Failure to sat-
isfy the requirements of this section
may constitute a violation of the re-
porting rules of the BSA or of this
part.

(h) Effective date. This section applies
to transactions occurring after May 18,
2004.

[68 FR 65398, Nov. 20, 2003]

§103.18 Reports by banks
picious transactions.

(a) General. (1) Every bank shall file
with the Treasury Department, to the
extent and in the manner required by
this section, a report of any suspicious
transaction relevant to a possible vio-
lation of law or regulation. A bank
may also file with the Treasury De-
partment by using the Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report specified in paragraph
(b)(1) of this section or otherwise, a re-
port of any suspicious transaction that
it believes is relevant to the possible
violation of any law or regulation but
whose reporting is not required by this
section.

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under the terms of this section if it is
conducted or attempted by, at, or
through the bank, it involves or aggre-
gates at least $5,000 in funds or other
assets, and the bank knows, suspects,
or has reason to suspect that:

(i) The transaction involves funds de-
rived from illegal activities or is in-
tended or conducted in order to hide or
disguise funds or assets derived from il-

of sus-

legal activities (including, without
limitation, the ownership, nature,
source, location, or control of such

funds or assets) as part of a plan to vio-
late or evade any federal law or regula-
tion or to avoid any transaction re-
porting requirement under federal law
or regulation;

(ii) The transaction is designed to
evade any requirements of this part or
of any other regulations promulgated
under the Bank Secrecy Act, Pub. L.
91-508, as amended, codified at 12 U.S.C.
1829b, 12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31 U.S.C.
5311-5330; or
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(iii) The transaction has no business
or apparent lawful purpose or is not
the sort in which the particular cus-
tomer would normally be expected to
engage, and the bank knows of no rea-
sonable explanation for the transaction
after examining the available facts, in-
cluding the background and possible
purpose of the transaction.

(b) Filing procedures—(1) What to file.
A suspicious transaction shall be re-
ported by completing a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report (‘‘SAR’’), and collecting
and maintaining supporting docu-
mentation as required by paragraph (d)
of this section.

(2) Where to file. The SAR shall be
filed with FinCEN in a central loca-
tion, to be determined by FinCEN, as
indicated in the instructions to the
SAR.

(3) When to file. A bank is required to
file a SAR no later than 30 calendar
days after the date of initial detection
by the bank of facts that may con-
stitute a basis for filing a SAR. If no
suspect was identified on the date of
the detection of the incident requiring
the filing, a bank may delay filing a
SAR for an additional 30 calendar days
to identify a suspect. In no case shall
reporting be delayed more than 60 cal-
endar days after the date of initial de-
tection of a reportable transaction. In
situations involving violations that re-
quire immediate attention, such as, for
example, ongoing money laundering
schemes, the bank shall immediately
notify, by telephone, an appropriate
law enforcement authority in addition
to filing timely a SAR.

(c) Ezxceptions. A bank is not required
to file a SAR for a robbery or burglary
committed or attempted that is re-
ported to appropriate law enforcement
authorities, or for lost, missing, coun-
terfeit, or stolen securities with re-
spect to which the bank files a report
pursuant to the reporting requirements
of 17 CFR 240.17f-1.

(d) Retention of records. A bank shall
maintain a copy of any SAR filed and
the original or business record equiva-
lent of any supporting documentation
for a period of five years from the date
of filing the SAR. Supporting docu-
mentation shall be identified, and
maintained by the bank as such, and
shall be deemed to have been filed with

31 CFR Ch. | (7-1-09 Edition)

the SAR. A bank shall make all sup-
porting documentation available to
FinCEN and any appropriate law en-
forcement agencies or bank super-
visory agencies upon request.

(e) Confidentiality of reports; limitation
of liability. No bank or other financial
institution, and no director, officer,
employee, or agent of any bank or
other financial institution, who reports
a suspicious transaction under this
part, may notify any person involved
in the transaction that the transaction
has been reported. Thus, any person
subpoenaed or otherwise requested to
disclose a SAR or the information con-
tained in a SAR, except where such dis-
closure is requested by FinCEN or an
appropriate law enforcement or bank
supervisory agency, shall decline to
produce the SAR or to provide any in-
formation that would disclose that a
SAR has been prepared or filed, citing
this paragraph (e) and 31 TU.S.C.
5318(2)(2), and shall notify FinCEN of
any such request and its response
thereto. A bank, and any director, offi-
cer, employee, or agent of such bank,
that makes a report pursuant to this
section (whether such report is re-
quired by this section or is made volun-
tarily) shall be protected from liability
for any disclosure contained in, or for
failure to disclose the fact of such re-
port, or both, to the full extent pro-
vided by 31 U.S.C. 5318(g)(3).

(f) Compliance. Compliance with this
section shall be audited by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, through FinCEN
or its delegees under the terms of the
Bank Secrecy Act. Failure to satisfy
the requirements of this section may
be a violation of the reporting rules of
the Bank Secrecy Act and of this part.
Such failure may also violate provi-
sions of Title 12 of the Code of Federal
Regulations.

[61 FR 4331, Feb. 5, 1996, as amended at 61 FR
14249, Apr. 1, 1996; 61 FR 18250, Apr. 25, 1996.
Redesignated at 656 FR 13692, Mar. 14, 2000]

§103.19 Reports by brokers or dealers
in securities of suspicious trans-
actions.

(a) General. (1) Every broker or dealer
in securities within the United States
(for purposes of this section, a ‘‘broker-
dealer’’) shall file with FinCEN, to the
extent and in the manner required by
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(iii) The transaction has no business
or apparent lawful purpose or is not
the sort in which the particular cus-
tomer would normally be expected to
engage, and the bank knows of no rea-
sonable explanation for the transaction
after examining the available facts, in-
cluding the background and possible
purpose of the transaction.

(b) Filing procedures—(1) What to file.
A suspicious transaction shall be re-
ported by completing a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report (‘‘SAR’’), and collecting
and maintaining supporting docu-
mentation as required by paragraph (d)
of this section.

(2) Where to file. The SAR shall be
filed with FinCEN in a central loca-
tion, to be determined by FinCEN, as
indicated in the instructions to the
SAR.

(3) When to file. A bank is required to
file a SAR no later than 30 calendar
days after the date of initial detection
by the bank of facts that may con-
stitute a basis for filing a SAR. If no
suspect was identified on the date of
the detection of the incident requiring
the filing, a bank may delay filing a
SAR for an additional 30 calendar days
to identify a suspect. In no case shall
reporting be delayed more than 60 cal-
endar days after the date of initial de-
tection of a reportable transaction. In
situations involving violations that re-
quire immediate attention, such as, for
example, ongoing money laundering
schemes, the bank shall immediately
notify, by telephone, an appropriate
law enforcement authority in addition
to filing timely a SAR.

(c) Ezxceptions. A bank is not required
to file a SAR for a robbery or burglary
committed or attempted that is re-
ported to appropriate law enforcement
authorities, or for lost, missing, coun-
terfeit, or stolen securities with re-
spect to which the bank files a report
pursuant to the reporting requirements
of 17 CFR 240.17f-1.

(d) Retention of records. A bank shall
maintain a copy of any SAR filed and
the original or business record equiva-
lent of any supporting documentation
for a period of five years from the date
of filing the SAR. Supporting docu-
mentation shall be identified, and
maintained by the bank as such, and
shall be deemed to have been filed with
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the SAR. A bank shall make all sup-
porting documentation available to
FinCEN and any appropriate law en-
forcement agencies or bank super-
visory agencies upon request.

(e) Confidentiality of reports; limitation
of liability. No bank or other financial
institution, and no director, officer,
employee, or agent of any bank or
other financial institution, who reports
a suspicious transaction under this
part, may notify any person involved
in the transaction that the transaction
has been reported. Thus, any person
subpoenaed or otherwise requested to
disclose a SAR or the information con-
tained in a SAR, except where such dis-
closure is requested by FinCEN or an
appropriate law enforcement or bank
supervisory agency, shall decline to
produce the SAR or to provide any in-
formation that would disclose that a
SAR has been prepared or filed, citing
this paragraph (e) and 31 TU.S.C.
5318(2)(2), and shall notify FinCEN of
any such request and its response
thereto. A bank, and any director, offi-
cer, employee, or agent of such bank,
that makes a report pursuant to this
section (whether such report is re-
quired by this section or is made volun-
tarily) shall be protected from liability
for any disclosure contained in, or for
failure to disclose the fact of such re-
port, or both, to the full extent pro-
vided by 31 U.S.C. 5318(g)(3).

(f) Compliance. Compliance with this
section shall be audited by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, through FinCEN
or its delegees under the terms of the
Bank Secrecy Act. Failure to satisfy
the requirements of this section may
be a violation of the reporting rules of
the Bank Secrecy Act and of this part.
Such failure may also violate provi-
sions of Title 12 of the Code of Federal
Regulations.

[61 FR 4331, Feb. 5, 1996, as amended at 61 FR
14249, Apr. 1, 1996; 61 FR 18250, Apr. 25, 1996.
Redesignated at 656 FR 13692, Mar. 14, 2000]

§103.19 Reports by brokers or dealers
in securities of suspicious trans-
actions.

(a) General. (1) Every broker or dealer
in securities within the United States
(for purposes of this section, a ‘‘broker-
dealer’’) shall file with FinCEN, to the
extent and in the manner required by
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this section, a report of any suspicious
transaction relevant to a possible vio-
lation of law or regulation. A broker-
dealer may also file with FinCEN a re-
port of any suspicious transaction that
it believes is relevant to the possible
violation of any law or regulation but
whose reporting is not required by this
section. Filing a report of a suspicious
transaction does not relieve a broker-
dealer from the responsibility of com-
plying with any other reporting re-
quirements imposed by the Securities
and Exchange Commission or a self-
regulatory organization (‘‘SRO’’) (as
defined in section 3(a)(26) of the Securi-
ties Exchange Act of 1934, 15 U.S.C.
78c(a)(26)).

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under the terms of this section if it is
conducted or attempted by, at, or
through a broker-dealer, it involves or
aggregates funds or other assets of at
least $5,000, and the broker-dealer
knows, suspects, or has reason to sus-
pect that the transaction (or a pattern
of transactions of which the trans-
action is a part):

(i) Involves funds derived from illegal
activity or is intended or conducted in
order to hide or disguise funds or assets
derived from illegal activity (includ-
ing, without limitation, the ownership,
nature, source, location, or control of
such funds or assets) as part of a plan
to violate or evade any federal law or
regulation or to avoid any transaction
reporting requirement under federal
law or regulation;

(ii) Is designed, whether through
structuring or other means, to evade
any requirements of this part or of any
other regulations promulgated under
the Bank Secrecy Act, Public Law 91—
508, as amended, codified at 12 U.S.C.
1829b, 12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31 U.S.C.
5311-5332;

(iii) Has no business or apparent law-
ful purpose or is not the sort in which
the particular customer would nor-
mally be expected to engage, and the
broker-dealer knows of no reasonable
explanation for the transaction after
examining the available facts, includ-
ing the background and possible pur-
pose of the transaction; or

(iv) Involves use of the broker-dealer
to facilitate criminal activity.

§103.19

(3) The obligation to identify and
properly and timely to report a sus-
picious transaction rests with each
broker-dealer involved in the trans-
action, provided that no more than one
report is required to be filed by the
broker-dealers involved in a particular
transaction (so long as the report filed
contains all relevant facts).

(b) Filing procedures—(1) What to file.
A suspicious transaction shall be re-
ported by completing a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report—Brokers or Dealers in
Securities (‘“SAR-S-F”’), and collecting
and maintaining supporting docu-
mentation as required by paragraph (d)
of this section.

(2) Where to file. The SAR-BD shall be
filed with FinCEN in a central loca-
tion, to be determined by FinCEN, as
indicated in the instructions to the
SAR-S-F.

(3) When to file. A SAR-S-F shall be
filed no later than 30 calendar days
after the date of the initial detection
by the reporting broker-dealer of facts
that may constitute a basis for filing a
SAR-S-F under this section. If no sus-
pect is identified on the date of such
initial detection, a broker-dealer may
delay filing a SAR-S-F for an addi-
tional 30 calendar days to identify a
suspect, but in no case shall reporting
be delayed more than 60 calendar days
after the date of such initial detection.
In situations involving violations that
require immediate attention, such as
terrorist financing or ongoing money
laundering schemes, the broker-dealer
shall immediately notify by telephone
an appropriate law enforcement au-
thority in addition to filing timely a
SAR-S-F. Broker-dealers wishing vol-
untarily to report suspicious trans-
actions that may relate to terrorist ac-
tivity may call FinCEN’s Financial In-
stitutions Hotline at 1-866-556-3974 in
addition to filing timely a SAR-S-F if
required by this section. The broker-
dealer may also, but is not required to,
contact the Securities and Exchange
Commission to report in such situa-
tions.

(c) Exceptions. (1) A broker-dealer is
not required to file a SAR-S-F to re-
port:

(i) A robbery or burglary committed
or attempted of the broker-dealer that
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is reported to appropriate law enforce-
ment authorities, or for lost, missing,
counterfeit, or stolen securities with
respect to which the broker-dealer files
a report pursuant to the reporting re-
quirements of 17 CFR 240.17f-1;

(ii) A violation otherwise required to
be reported under this section of any of
the federal securities laws or rules of
an SRO by the broker-dealer or any of
its officers, directors, employees, or
other registered representatives, other
than a violation of 17 CFR 240.17a-8 or
17 CFR 405.4, so long as such violation
is appropriately reported to the SEC or
an SRO.

(2) A broker-dealer may be required
to demonstrate that it has relied on an
exception in paragraph (c)(1) of this
section, and must maintain records of
its determinations to do so for the pe-
riod specified in paragraph (d) of this
section. To the extent that a Form RE-
3, Form U-4, or Form U-5 concerning
the transaction is filed consistent with
the SRO rules, a copy of that form will
be a sufficient record for purposes of
this paragraph (c)(2).

(3) For the purposes of this paragraph
(c) the term ‘‘federal securities laws”
means the ‘‘securities laws,” as that
term is defined in section 3(a)(47) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 15
U.S.C. 78c(a)(47), and the rules and reg-
ulations promulgated by the Securities
and Exchange Commission under such
laws.

(d) Retention of records. A broker-
dealer shall maintain a copy of any
SAR-S-F filed and the original or busi-
ness record equivalent of any sup-
porting documentation for a period of
five years from the date of filing the
SAR-S-F. Supporting documentation
shall be identified as such and main-
tained by the broker-dealer, and shall
be deemed to have been filed with the
SAR-S-F. A broker-dealer shall make
all supporting documentation available
to FinCEN, any other appropriate law
enforcement agencies or federal or
state securities regulators, and for pur-
poses of paragraph (g) of this section,
to an SRO registered with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, upon
request.

(e) Confidentiality of reports. No finan-
cial institution, and no director, offi-
cer, employee, or agent of any finan-
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cial institution, who reports a sus-
picious transaction under this part,
may notify any person involved in the
transaction that the transaction has
been reported, except to the extent per-
mitted by paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion. Thus, any person subpoenaed or
otherwise requested to disclose a SAR-
S-F or the information contained in a
SAR-S-F, except where such disclosure
is requested by FinCEN, the Securities
and Exchange Commission, or another
appropriate law enforcement or regu-
latory agency, or for purposes of para-
graph (g) of this section, an SRO reg-
istered with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, shall decline to
produce the SAR-S-F or to provide any
information that would disclose that a
SAR-S-F has been prepared or filed,
citing this paragraph (e) and 31 U.S.C.
5318(2)(2), and shall notify FinCEN of
any such request and its response
thereto.

(f) Limitation of liability. A broker-
dealer, and any director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent of such broker-dealer,
that makes a report of any possible
violation of law or regulation pursuant
to this section or any other authority
(or voluntarily) shall not be liable to
any person under any law or regulation
of the United States (or otherwise to
the extent also provided in 31 U.S.C.
5318(2)(3), including in any arbitration
proceeding) for any disclosure con-
tained in, or for failure to disclose the
fact of, such report.

(g) Examination and enforcement. Com-
pliance with this section shall be ex-
amined by the Department of the
Treasury, through FinCEN or its
delegees, under the terms of the Bank
Secrecy Act. Reports filed under this
section shall be made available to an
SRO registered with the Securities and
Exchange Commission examining a
broker-dealer for compliance with the
requirements of this section. Failure to
satisfy the requirements of this section
may constitute a violation of the re-
porting rules of the Bank Secrecy Act
and of this part.

(h) Effective date. This section applies
to transactions occurring after Decem-
ber 30, 2002.

[67 FR 44056, July 1, 2002, as amended at 68
FR 6617, Feb. 10, 2003]
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§103.20 Reports
businesses of
actions.

by money services
suspicious trans-

(a) General. (1) Every money services
business, described in §103.11(uu) (1),
(3), (4), (6), or (6), shall file with the
Treasury Department, to the extent
and in the manner required by this sec-
tion, a report of any suspicious trans-
action relevant to a possible violation
of law or regulation. Any money serv-
ices business may also file with the
Treasury Department, by using the
form specified in paragraph (b)(1) of
this section, or otherwise, a report of
any suspicious transaction that it be-
lieves is relevant to the possible viola-
tion of any law or regulation but whose
reporting is not required by this sec-
tion.

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under the terms of this section if it is
conducted or attempted by, at, or
through a money services business, in-
volves or aggregates funds or other as-
sets of at least $2,000 (except as pro-
vided in paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion), and the money services business
knows, suspects, or has reason to sus-
pect that the transaction (or a pattern
of transactions of which the trans-
action is a part):

(i) Involves funds derived from illegal
activity or is intended or conducted in
order to hide or disguise funds or assets
derived from illegal activity (includ-
ing, without limitation, the ownership,
nature, source, location, or control of
such funds or assets) as part of a plan
to violate or evade any federal law or
regulation or to avoid any transaction
reporting requirement under federal
law or regulation;

(ii) Is designed, whether through
structuring or other means, to evade
any requirements of this part or of any
other regulations promulgated under
the Bank Secrecy Act, Public Law 91—
508, as amended, codified at 12 U.S.C.
1829b, 12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31 U.S.C.
5311-5330; or

(iii) Serves no business or apparent
lawful purpose, and the reporting
money services business knows of no
reasonable explanation for the trans-
action after examining the available
facts, including the background and
possible purpose of the transaction.
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(iv) Involves use of the money serv-
ices business to facilitate criminal ac-
tivity.

(3) To the extent that the identifica-
tion of transactions required to be re-
ported is derived from a review of
clearance records or other similar
records of money orders or traveler’s
checks that have been sold or proc-
essed, an issuer of money orders or
traveler’s checks shall only be required
to report a transaction or pattern of
transactions that involves or aggre-
gates funds or other assets of at least
$5,000.

(4) The obligation to identify and
properly and timely to report a sus-
picious transaction rests with each
money services business involved in
the transaction, provided that no more
than one report is required to be filed
by the money services businesses in-
volved in a particular transaction (so
long as the report filed contains all rel-
evant facts). Whether, in addition to
any liability on its own for failure to
report, a money services business that
issues the instrument or provides the
funds transfer service involved in the
transaction may be liable for the fail-
ure of another money services business
involved in the transaction to report
that transaction depends upon the na-
ture of the contractual or other rela-
tionship between the businesses, and
the legal effect of the facts and cir-
cumstances of the relationship and
transaction involved, under general
principles of the law of agency.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of
this section, a transaction that in-
volves solely the issuance, or facilita-
tion of the transfer of stored value, or
the issuance, sale, or redemption of
stored value, shall not be subject to re-
porting under this paragraph (a), until
the promulgation of rules specifically
relating to such reporting.

(b) Filing procedures—(1) What to file.
A suspicious transaction shall be re-
ported by completing a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report-MSB (‘‘SAR-MSB”’), and
collecting and maintaining supporting
documentation as required by para-
graph (c) of this section.

(2) Where to file. The SAR-MSB shall
be filed in a central location to be de-
termined by FinCEN, as indicated in
the instructions to the SAR-MSB.
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(3) When to file. A money services
business subject to this section is re-
quired to file each SAR-MSB no later
than 30 calendar days after the date of
the initial detection by the money
services business of facts that may con-
stitute a basis for filing a SAR-MSB
under this section. In situations in-
volving violations that require imme-
diate attention, such as ongoing money
laundering schemes, the money serv-
ices business shall immediately notify
by telephone an appropriate law en-
forcement authority in addition to fil-
ing a SAR-MSB. Money services busi-
nesses wishing voluntarily to report
suspicious transactions that may re-
late to terrorist activity may call
FinCEN’s Financial Institutions Hot-
line at 1-866-556-3974 in addition to fil-
ing timely a SAR-MSB if required by
this section.

(c) Retention of records. A money serv-
ices business shall maintain a copy of
any SAR-MSB filed and the original or
business record equivalent of any sup-
porting documentation for a period of
five years from the date of filing the
SAR-MSB. Supporting documentation
shall be identified as such and main-
tained by the money services business,
and shall be deemed to have been filed
with the SAR-MSB. A money services
business shall make all supporting doc-
umentation available to FinCEN and
any other appropriate law enforcement
agencies or supervisory agencies upon
request.

(d) Confidentiality of reports, limitation
of liability. No financial institution, and
no director, officer, employee, or agent
of any financial institution, who re-
ports a suspicious transaction under
this part, may notify any person in-
volved in the transaction that the
transaction has been reported. Thus,
any person subpoenaed or otherwise re-
quested to disclose a SAR-MSB or the
information contained in a SAR-MSB,
except where such disclosure is re-
quested by FinCEN or an appropriate
law enforcement or supervisory agen-
cy, shall decline to produce the SAR-
MSB or to provide any information
that would disclose that a SAR-MSB
has been prepared or filed, citing this
paragraph (d) and 31 U.S.C. 5318(g)(2),
and shall notify FinCEN of any such
request and its response thereto. A re-
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porting money services business, and
any director, officer, employee, or
agent of such reporting money services
business, that makes a report pursuant
to this section (whether such report is
required by this section or made volun-
tarily) shall be protected from liability
for any disclosure contained in, or for
failure to disclose the fact of, such re-
port, or both, to the extent provided by
31 U.S.C. 5318(2)(3).

(e) Compliance. Compliance with this
section shall be audited by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, through FinCEN
or its delegees under the terms of the
Bank Secrecy Act. Failure to satisfy
the requirements of this section may
constitute a violation of the reporting
rules of the Bank Secrecy Act and of
this part.

(f) Effective date. This section applies
to transactions occurring after Decem-
ber 31, 2001.

[66 FR 13692, Mar. 14, 2000, as amended at 68
FR 6617, Feb. 10, 2003]

§103.21 Reports by casinos of sus-
picious transactions.

(a) General. (1) Every casino shall file
with FinCEN, to the extent and in the
manner required by this section, a re-
port of any suspicious transaction rel-
evant to a possible violation of law or
regulation. A casino may also file with
FinCEN, by using the form specified in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, or oth-
erwise, a report of any suspicious
transaction that it believes is relevant
to the possible violation of any law or
regulation but whose reporting is not
required by this section.

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under the terms of this section if it is
conducted or attempted by, at, or
through a casino, and involves or ag-
gregates at least $5,000 in funds or
other assets, and the casino knows,
suspects, or has reason to suspect that
the transaction (or a pattern of trans-
actions of which the transaction is a
part):

(i) Involves funds derived from illegal
activity or is intended or conducted in
order to hide or disguise funds or assets
derived from illegal activity (includ-
ing, without limitation, the ownership,
nature, source, location, or control of
such funds or assets) as part of a plan
to violate or evade any federal law or
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(3) When to file. A money services
business subject to this section is re-
quired to file each SAR-MSB no later
than 30 calendar days after the date of
the initial detection by the money
services business of facts that may con-
stitute a basis for filing a SAR-MSB
under this section. In situations in-
volving violations that require imme-
diate attention, such as ongoing money
laundering schemes, the money serv-
ices business shall immediately notify
by telephone an appropriate law en-
forcement authority in addition to fil-
ing a SAR-MSB. Money services busi-
nesses wishing voluntarily to report
suspicious transactions that may re-
late to terrorist activity may call
FinCEN’s Financial Institutions Hot-
line at 1-866-556-3974 in addition to fil-
ing timely a SAR-MSB if required by
this section.

(c) Retention of records. A money serv-
ices business shall maintain a copy of
any SAR-MSB filed and the original or
business record equivalent of any sup-
porting documentation for a period of
five years from the date of filing the
SAR-MSB. Supporting documentation
shall be identified as such and main-
tained by the money services business,
and shall be deemed to have been filed
with the SAR-MSB. A money services
business shall make all supporting doc-
umentation available to FinCEN and
any other appropriate law enforcement
agencies or supervisory agencies upon
request.

(d) Confidentiality of reports, limitation
of liability. No financial institution, and
no director, officer, employee, or agent
of any financial institution, who re-
ports a suspicious transaction under
this part, may notify any person in-
volved in the transaction that the
transaction has been reported. Thus,
any person subpoenaed or otherwise re-
quested to disclose a SAR-MSB or the
information contained in a SAR-MSB,
except where such disclosure is re-
quested by FinCEN or an appropriate
law enforcement or supervisory agen-
cy, shall decline to produce the SAR-
MSB or to provide any information
that would disclose that a SAR-MSB
has been prepared or filed, citing this
paragraph (d) and 31 U.S.C. 5318(g)(2),
and shall notify FinCEN of any such
request and its response thereto. A re-
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porting money services business, and
any director, officer, employee, or
agent of such reporting money services
business, that makes a report pursuant
to this section (whether such report is
required by this section or made volun-
tarily) shall be protected from liability
for any disclosure contained in, or for
failure to disclose the fact of, such re-
port, or both, to the extent provided by
31 U.S.C. 5318(2)(3).

(e) Compliance. Compliance with this
section shall be audited by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, through FinCEN
or its delegees under the terms of the
Bank Secrecy Act. Failure to satisfy
the requirements of this section may
constitute a violation of the reporting
rules of the Bank Secrecy Act and of
this part.

(f) Effective date. This section applies
to transactions occurring after Decem-
ber 31, 2001.

[66 FR 13692, Mar. 14, 2000, as amended at 68
FR 6617, Feb. 10, 2003]

§103.21 Reports by casinos of sus-
picious transactions.

(a) General. (1) Every casino shall file
with FinCEN, to the extent and in the
manner required by this section, a re-
port of any suspicious transaction rel-
evant to a possible violation of law or
regulation. A casino may also file with
FinCEN, by using the form specified in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, or oth-
erwise, a report of any suspicious
transaction that it believes is relevant
to the possible violation of any law or
regulation but whose reporting is not
required by this section.

(2) A transaction requires reporting
under the terms of this section if it is
conducted or attempted by, at, or
through a casino, and involves or ag-
gregates at least $5,000 in funds or
other assets, and the casino knows,
suspects, or has reason to suspect that
the transaction (or a pattern of trans-
actions of which the transaction is a
part):

(i) Involves funds derived from illegal
activity or is intended or conducted in
order to hide or disguise funds or assets
derived from illegal activity (includ-
ing, without limitation, the ownership,
nature, source, location, or control of
such funds or assets) as part of a plan
to violate or evade any federal law or
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regulation or to avoid any transaction
reporting requirement under federal
law or regulation;

(ii) Is designed, whether through
structuring or other means, to evade
any requirements of this part or of any
other regulations promulgated under
the Bank Secrecy Act, Public Law 91—
508, as amended, codified at 12 U.S.C.
1829b, 12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31 U.S.C.
5311-5332;

(iii) Has no business or apparent law-
ful purpose or is not the sort in which
the particular customer would nor-
mally be expected to engage, and the
casino knows of no reasonable expla-
nation for the transaction after exam-
ining the available facts, including the
background and possible purpose of the
transaction; or

(iv) Involves use of the casino to fa-
cilitate criminal activity.

(b) Filing procedures—(1) What to file.
A suspicious transaction shall be re-
ported by completing a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report by Casinos (‘‘SARC”),
and collecting and maintaining sup-
porting documentation as required by
paragraph (d) of this section.

(2) Where to file. The SARC shall be
filed with FinCEN in a central loca-
tion, to be determined by FinCEN, as
indicated in the instructions to the
SARC.

(3) When to file. A SARC shall be filed
no later than 30 calendar days after the
date of the initial detection by the ca-
sino of facts that may constitute a
basis for filing a SARC under this sec-
tion. If no suspect is identified on the
date of such initial detection, a casino
may delay filing a SARC for an addi-
tional 30 calendar days to identify a
suspect, but in no case shall reporting
be delayed more than 60 calendar days
after the date of such initial detection.
In situations involving violations that
require immediate attention, such as
ongoing money laundering schemes,
the casino shall immediately notify by
telephone an appropriate law enforce-
ment authority in addition to filing
timely a SARC. Casinos wishing volun-
tarily to report suspicious transactions
that may relate to terrorist activity
may call FinCEN’s Financial Institu-
tions Hotline at 1-866-556-3974 in addi-
tion to filing timely a SARC if required
by this section.
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(c) Exceptions. A casino is not re-
quired to file a SARC for a robbery or
burglary committed or attempted that
is reported to appropriate law enforce-
ment authorities.

(d) Retention of records. A casino shall
maintain a copy of any SARC filed and
the original or business record equiva-
lent of any supporting documentation
for a period of five years from the date
of filing the SARC. Supporting docu-
mentation shall be identified as such
and maintained by the casino, and
shall be deemed to have been filed with
the SARC. A casino shall make all sup-
porting documentation available to
FinCEN, any other appropriate law en-
forcement agencies or federal, state,
local, or tribal gaming regulators upon
request.

(e) Confidentiality of reports; limitation
of liability. No casino, and no director,
officer, employee, or agent of any ca-
sino, who reports a suspicious trans-
action under this part, may notify any
person involved in the transaction that
the transaction has been reported.
Thus, any person subpoenaed or other-
wise requested to disclose a SARC or
the information contained in a SARC,
except where such disclosure is re-
quested by FinCEN or another appro-
priate law enforcement or regulatory
agency, shall decline to produce the
SARC or to provide any information
that would disclose that a SARC has
been prepared or filed, citing this para-
graph (e) and 31 U.S.C. 5318(g)(2), and
shall notify FinCEN of any such re-
quest and its response thereto. A ca-
sino, and any director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent of such casino, that
makes a report pursuant to this sec-
tion (whether such report is required
by this section or made voluntarily)
shall be protected from liability for
any disclosure contained in, or for fail-
ure to disclose the fact of, such report,
or both, to the extent provided by 31
U.S.C. 5318(2)(3).

(f) Compliance. Compliance with this
section shall be audited by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, through FinCEN
or its delegees, under the terms of the
Bank Secrecy Act. Failure to satisfy
the requirements of this section may
constitute a violation of the reporting
rules of the Bank Secrecy Act and of
this part.

421



§103.22

(g) Effective date. This section applies
to transactions occurring after March
25, 2003.

[67 FR 60729, Sept. 26, 2002]

§103.22 Reports of transactions in cur-
rency.

(a) General. This section sets forth
the rules for the reporting by financial
institutions of transactions in cur-
rency. The reporting obligations them-
selves are stated in paragraph (b) of
this section. The reporting rules relat-
ing to aggregation are stated in para-
graph (c) of this section. Rules permit-
ting banks to exempt certain trans-
actions from the reporting obligations
appear in paragraph (d) of this section.

(b) Filing obligations—(1) Financial in-
stitutions other than casinos. Each finan-
cial institution other than a casino
shall file a report of each deposit, with-
drawal, exchange of currency or other
payment or transfer, by, through, or to
such financial institution which in-
volves a transaction in currency of
more than $10,000, except as otherwise
provided in this section. In the case of
the Postal Service, the obligation con-
tained in the preceding sentence shall
not apply to payments or transfers
made solely in connection with the
purchase of postage or philatelic prod-
ucts.

(2) Casinos. Each casino shall file a
report of each transaction in currency,
involving either cash in or cash out, of
more than $10,000.

(i) Transactions in currency involv-
ing cash in include, but are not limited
to:

(A) Purchases of chips, tokens, and
other gaming instruments;

(B) Front money deposits;

(C) Safekeeping deposits;

(D) Payments on any form of credit,
including markers and counter checks;

(E) Bets of currency, including
money plays;

(F) Currency received by a casino for
transmittal of funds through wire
transfer for a customer;

(G) Purchases of a casino’s check;

(H) Exchanges of currency for cur-
rency, including foreign currency; and

(I) Bills inserted into electronic gam-
ing devices.
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(ii) Transactions in currency involv-
ing cash out include, but are not lim-
ited to:

(A) Redemptions of chips, tokens,
tickets, and other gaming instruments;

(B) Front money withdrawals;

(C) Safekeeping withdrawals;

(D) Advances on any form of credit,
including markers and counter checks;

(E) Payments on bets;

(F) Payments by a casino to a cus-
tomer based on receipt of funds
through wire transfers;

(G) Cashing of checks or other nego-
tiable instruments;

(H) Exchanges of currency for cur-
rency, including foreign currency;

(I) Travel and complimentary ex-
penses and gaming incentives; and

(J) Payment for tournament, con-
tests, and other promotions.

(iii) Other provisions of this part not-
withstanding, casinos are exempted
from the reporting obligations found in
§§103.22(b)(2) and (c)(3) for the following
transactions in currency or currency
transactions:

(A) Transactions between a casino
and a currency dealer or exchanger, or
between a casino and a check casher,
as those terms are defined in
§103.11(uu), so long as such trans-
actions are conducted pursuant to a
contractual or other arrangement with
a casino covering the financial services
in §§103.22(b)(2)(1)(H), 103.22(b)(2)(ii)(G),
and 103.22(b)(2)(ii)(H);

(B) Cash out transactions to the ex-
tent the currency is won in a money
play and is the same currency the cus-
tomer wagered in the money play, or
cash in transactions to the extent the
currency is the same currency the cus-
tomer previously wagered in a money
play on the same table game without
leaving the table;

(C) Bills inserted into electronic
gaming devices in multiple trans-
actions (unless a casino has knowledge
pursuant to §103.22(c)(3) in which case
this exemption would not apply); and

(D) Jackpots from slot machines or
video lottery terminals.

(c) Aggregation—(1) Multiple branches.
A financial institution includes all of
its domestic branch offices, and any
recordkeeping facility, wherever lo-
cated, that contains records relating to
the transactions of the institution’s
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(g) Effective date. This section applies
to transactions occurring after March
25, 2003.

[67 FR 60729, Sept. 26, 2002]

§103.22 Reports of transactions in cur-
rency.

(a) General. This section sets forth
the rules for the reporting by financial
institutions of transactions in cur-
rency. The reporting obligations them-
selves are stated in paragraph (b) of
this section. The reporting rules relat-
ing to aggregation are stated in para-
graph (c) of this section. Rules permit-
ting banks to exempt certain trans-
actions from the reporting obligations
appear in paragraph (d) of this section.

(b) Filing obligations—(1) Financial in-
stitutions other than casinos. Each finan-
cial institution other than a casino
shall file a report of each deposit, with-
drawal, exchange of currency or other
payment or transfer, by, through, or to
such financial institution which in-
volves a transaction in currency of
more than $10,000, except as otherwise
provided in this section. In the case of
the Postal Service, the obligation con-
tained in the preceding sentence shall
not apply to payments or transfers
made solely in connection with the
purchase of postage or philatelic prod-
ucts.

(2) Casinos. Each casino shall file a
report of each transaction in currency,
involving either cash in or cash out, of
more than $10,000.

(i) Transactions in currency involv-
ing cash in include, but are not limited
to:

(A) Purchases of chips, tokens, and
other gaming instruments;

(B) Front money deposits;

(C) Safekeeping deposits;

(D) Payments on any form of credit,
including markers and counter checks;

(E) Bets of currency, including
money plays;

(F) Currency received by a casino for
transmittal of funds through wire
transfer for a customer;

(G) Purchases of a casino’s check;

(H) Exchanges of currency for cur-
rency, including foreign currency; and

(I) Bills inserted into electronic gam-
ing devices.
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(ii) Transactions in currency involv-
ing cash out include, but are not lim-
ited to:

(A) Redemptions of chips, tokens,
tickets, and other gaming instruments;

(B) Front money withdrawals;

(C) Safekeeping withdrawals;

(D) Advances on any form of credit,
including markers and counter checks;

(E) Payments on bets;

(F) Payments by a casino to a cus-
tomer based on receipt of funds
through wire transfers;

(G) Cashing of checks or other nego-
tiable instruments;

(H) Exchanges of currency for cur-
rency, including foreign currency;

(I) Travel and complimentary ex-
penses and gaming incentives; and

(J) Payment for tournament, con-
tests, and other promotions.

(iii) Other provisions of this part not-
withstanding, casinos are exempted
from the reporting obligations found in
§§103.22(b)(2) and (c)(3) for the following
transactions in currency or currency
transactions:

(A) Transactions between a casino
and a currency dealer or exchanger, or
between a casino and a check casher,
as those terms are defined in
§103.11(uu), so long as such trans-
actions are conducted pursuant to a
contractual or other arrangement with
a casino covering the financial services
in §§103.22(b)(2)(1)(H), 103.22(b)(2)(ii)(G),
and 103.22(b)(2)(ii)(H);

(B) Cash out transactions to the ex-
tent the currency is won in a money
play and is the same currency the cus-
tomer wagered in the money play, or
cash in transactions to the extent the
currency is the same currency the cus-
tomer previously wagered in a money
play on the same table game without
leaving the table;

(C) Bills inserted into electronic
gaming devices in multiple trans-
actions (unless a casino has knowledge
pursuant to §103.22(c)(3) in which case
this exemption would not apply); and

(D) Jackpots from slot machines or
video lottery terminals.

(c) Aggregation—(1) Multiple branches.
A financial institution includes all of
its domestic branch offices, and any
recordkeeping facility, wherever lo-
cated, that contains records relating to
the transactions of the institution’s
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domestic offices, for purposes of this
section’s reporting requirements.

(2) Multiple transactions—general. In
the case of financial institutions other
than casinos, for purposes of this sec-
tion, multiple currency transactions
shall be treated as a single transaction
if the financial institution has knowl-
edge that they are by or on behalf of
any person and result in either cash in
or cash out totaling more than $10,000
during any one business day (or in the
case of the Postal Service, any one
day). Deposits made at night or over a
weekend or holiday shall be treated as
if received on the next business day fol-
lowing the deposit.

(38) Multiple transactions—casinos. In
the case of a casino, multiple currency
transactions shall be treated as a sin-
gle transaction if the casino has knowl-
edge that they are by or on behalf of
any person and result in either cash in
or cash out totaling more than $10,000
during any gaming day. For purposes
of this paragraph (c)(3), a casino shall
be deemed to have the knowledge de-
scribed in the preceding sentence, if:
any sole proprietor, partner, officer, di-
rector, or employee of the casino, act-
ing within the scope of his or her em-
ployment, has knowledge that such
multiple currency transactions have
occurred, including knowledge from ex-
amining the books, records, logs, infor-
mation retained on magnetic disk, tape
or other machine-readable media, or in
any manual system, and similar docu-
ments and information, which the ca-
sino maintains pursuant to any law or
regulation or within the ordinary
course of its business, and which con-
tain information that such multiple
currency transactions have occurred.

(d) Transactions of exempt persons— (1)
General. No bank is required to file a
report otherwise required by paragraph
(b) of this section with respect to any
transaction in currency between an ex-
empt person and such bank, or, to the
extent provided in paragraph (d)(5)(vi)
of this section, between such exempt
person and other banks affiliated with
such bank. In addition, a non-bank fi-
nancial institution is not required to
file a report otherwise required by
paragraph (b) of this section with re-
spect to a transaction in currency be-
tween the institution and a commer-

§103.22

cial bank. (A limitation on the exemp-
tion described in this paragraph (d)(1)
is set forth in paragraph (d)(6) of this
section.)

(2) Exempt person. For purposes of
this section, an exempt person is:

(i) A bank, to the extent of such
bank’s domestic operations;

(ii) A department or agency of the
United States, of any State, or of any
political subdivision of any State;

(iii) Any entity established under the
laws of the United States, of any State,
or of any political subdivision of any
State, or under an interstate compact
between two or more States, that exer-
cises governmental authority on behalf
of the United States or any such State
or political subdivision;

(iv) Any entity, other than a bank,
whose common stock or analogous eq-
uity interests are listed on the New
York Stock Exchange or the American
Stock Exchange or whose common
stock or analogous equity interests
have been designated as a NASDAQ Na-
tional Market Security listed on the
NASDAQ Stock Market (except stock
or interests listed under the separate
“NASDAQ Capital Markets Compa-
nies”’ heading), provided that, for pur-
poses of this paragraph (d)(2)(iv), a per-
son that is a financial institution,
other than a bank, is an exempt person
only to the extent of its domestic oper-
ations;

(v) Any subsidiary, other than a
bank, of any entity described in para-
graph (d)(2)(iv) of this section (a ‘‘list-
ed entity’’) that is organized under the
laws of the United States or of any
State and at least 51 percent of whose
common stock or analogous equity in-
terest is owned by the listed entity,
provided that, for purposes of this
paragraph (d)(2)(v), a person that is a
financial institution, other than a
bank, is an exempt person only to the
extent of its domestic operations;

(vi) To the extent of its domestic op-
erations and only with respect to
transactions conducted through its ex-
emptible accounts, any other commer-
cial enterprise (for purposes of this
paragraph (d), a ‘“‘non-listed business’’),
other than an enterprise specified in
paragraph (d)(5)(viii) of this section,
that:
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(A) Maintains a transaction account,
as defined in paragraph (d)(5)(ix) of this
section, at the bank for at least two
months, except as provided in para-
graph (d)(3)(ii)(B) of this section;

(B) Frequently engages in trans-
actions in currency with the bank in
excess of $10,000; and

(C) Is incorporated or organized
under the laws of the United States or
a State, or is registered as and eligible
to do business within the United States
or a State; or

(vii) With respect solely to with-
drawals for payroll purposes from ex-
isting exemptible accounts, any other
person (for purposes of this paragraph
(d), a ““payroll customer’’) that:

(A) Maintains a transaction account,
as defined in paragraph (d)(5)(ix) of this
section, at the bank for at least two
months, except as provided in para-
graph (d)(3)(ii)(B) of this section;

(B) Operates a firm that regularly
withdraws more than $10,000 in order to
pay its United States employees in cur-
rency; and

(C) Is incorporated or organized
under the laws of the United States or
a State, or is registered as and eligible
to do business within the United States
or a State.

(3) Designation of certain exempt per-
sons—(1) General. Except as provided in
paragraph (d)(3)(ii) of this section, a
bank must designate an exempt person
by filing FinCEN Form 110. Such des-
ignation must occur by the close of the
30-calendar day period beginning after
the day of the first reportable trans-
action in currency with that person
sought to be exempted from reporting
under the terms of this paragraph (d).
The designation must be made sepa-
rately by each bank that treats the
customer as an exempt person, except
as provided in paragraph (d)(5)(vi) of
this section.

(ii) Special rules.—(A) A bank is not
required to file a FinCEN Form 110
with respect to the transfer of currency
to or from:

(1) Any of the twelve Federal Reserve
Banks; or

(2) Any exempt person as described in
paragraphs (d)(2)(i) to (iii) of this sec-
tion.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraphs
(@@)(vi)(A) and (d)(2)(vii)(A) of this
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section, and if the requirements under
this paragraph (d) of this section are
otherwise satisfied, a bank may des-
ignate a non-listed business or a pay-
roll customer, as described in para-
graphs (d)(2)(vi) and (vii) of this sec-
tion, as an exempt person before the
customer has maintained a transaction
account at the bank for at least two
months if the bank conducts and docu-
ments a risk-based assessment of the
customer and forms a reasonable belief
that the customer has a legitimate
business purpose for conducting fre-
quent transactions in currency.

(4) Annual review. At least once each
year, a bank must review the eligi-
bility of an exempt person described in
paragraphs (d)(2)(iv) to (vii) of this sec-
tion to determine whether such person
remains eligible for an exemption. As
part of its annual review, a bank must
review the application of the moni-
toring system required to be main-
tained by paragraph (d)(8)(ii) of this
section to each existing account of an
exempt person described in paragraphs
(d)(2)(vi) or (d)(2)(vii) of this section.

(5) Operating rules—(i) General rule.
Subject to the specific rules of this
paragraph (d), a bank must take such
steps to assure itself that a person is
an exempt person (within the meaning
of the applicable provision of para-
graph (d)(2) of this section), to docu-
ment the basis for its conclusions, and
document its compliance, with the
terms of this paragraph (d), that a rea-
sonable and prudent bank would take
and document to protect itself from
loan or other fraud or loss based on
misidentification of a person’s status,
and in the case of the monitoring sys-
tem requirement set forth in paragraph
(d)(8)(ii) of this section, such steps that
a reasonable and prudent bank would
take and document to identify sus-
picious transactions as required by
paragraph (d)(8)(ii) of this section.

(ii) Governmental departments and
agencies. A bank may treat a person as
a governmental department, agency, or
entity if the name of such person rea-
sonably indicates that it is described in
paragraph (d)(2)(ii) or (d)(2)(iii) of this
section, or if such person is known gen-
erally in the community to be a State,
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the District of Columbia, a tribal gov-
ernment, a Territory or Insular Posses-
sion of the United States, or a political
subdivision or a wholly-owned agency
or instrumentality of any of the fore-
going. An entity generally exercises
governmental authority on behalf of
the United States, a State, or a polit-
ical subdivision, for purposes of para-
graph (d)(2)(iii) of this section, only if
its authorities include one or more of
the powers to tax, to exercise the au-
thority of eminent domain, or to exer-
cise police powers with respect to mat-
ters within its jurisdiction. Examples
of entities that exercise governmental
authority include, but are not limited
to, the New Jersey Turnpike Authority
and the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey.

(iii) Stock exchange listings. In deter-
mining whether a person is described in
paragraph (d)(2)(iv) of this section, a
bank may rely on any New York,
American, or NASDAQ Stock Market
listing published in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, on any commonly ac-
cepted or published stock symbol
guide, on any information contained in
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion “EDGAR” System, or on any in-
formation contained on an Internet
site or sites maintained by the New
York Stock Exchange, the American
Stock Exchange, or the NASDAQ.

(iv) Listed company subsidiaries. In de-
termining whether a person is de-
